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IRST pAy WEDNESDAY, 9th JUNE. 


The Seventh Annual Conference of the 
itional Beekeepers’ Association of New 
Haland opened in. the Concert Hall 

the Y.M.C.A., Christehureh, at 10 
Lm. on Wednesday, June 9th. There were 
the 


delegates present, ‘and President 


Mr. James ' Allan) presided. Amongst 
hose present were:—Mr. J. A. Campbell 
l 


Assistant Director Horticulture & Apiaries 
Division, Department of Agriculture), 
Wessrs. E. A, Earp, F, A. Jacobsen, G. V, 
Westbrooke, H. A, Young (Apiary Instruc- 


rO mn. 


tors), Mr. J. Rentoul (Chairman) and Mr. 
Ryland (General Manager of the 
N.Z. Co-op. Honey Producers’ Association 
Ltd.); Messrs. J, Cooper, A. J.: May, J, 
Shackey, W. A. Lilburne, A. Norton, W. H. 


Brown, E. W, Sage, G..L. Hight, A. H. 
Skey, W. Kennedy, P. Martin, A. J. Boyce, 
W. B; Barker, S, Gardiner, R. MeGibbon, 
CSA -“Jacobsen,. ‘T° A. Clark, C. A. 


Pope, Woods, E. Chave, A, A. Downs, L. 


Bowman, J. Kreft, A. Ireland, H. J. Ellis, 


WM: Cartwright, A. H. Davies, L. Irwin, 
H. Gardner, J. Westrotf, C, J. Clayton, A. 
H. Emerson, E. G. Ward, W. B. Bray, J. 
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“turdoch, J. Bayne, A, Barrett, G. H. Me- 
Lean, W, Booth, R. Beattie, E, Simpson, 
LIG Kitehingham, T. S. Winter, H. N. 
Goodman, W. Watts, W. Watson, T. Barr, 
A. G. Craig, J. C. Gibb, A. R. Dickie, A. 
Robins, H. Shepherd, X. MeKnight, J. 
Forster, F, J, Kerr, L, Irvine, G. J. Verrall, 
R. W, Briekell, N. Askin; Mesdames Emer- 
son, Shepherd, Palmer, Cartwright, May, 
Chamberlain, Aitcheson, — Kitehingham, 
Robins, Ward, Jacobsen, Beattie; Misses 


M. Shepherd, Buekley, Hart, Winton, J. 
Maekay. 


_ Àn apology for absence was received 
trom Mr, G. Witty, M.P. for Ricearton. 


. The President called upon Mr, J. A. 
Campbell, Assistant Director of the Horti- 
cultural Division of the Department of 
Agriculture, in the absence of the Mayor of 
Christchurch (Dr. H. T. J. Thacker, M.P.), 
to open the Conference, 


Mr. Campbell apologised for the absence 
of Mr. T, W. Kirk, the Director of the 
Hortieultural Division, who was not well 
enough to be present. The ladies and 
gentlemen before him, Mr, Campbell said, 
represented one of the Dominion's import- 
ant rural industries, It was a young and 
growing one, and growing in importance 
year by year. Like all young industries, it 
had many problems to face. They had 
met to consider those problems and re- 
forms, and he hoped that the eonferenee 
would be able to formulate and tabulate in 
detail those pressing questions they had 
been talking about prior to the Conference, 
The Department generally was anxious to 
assist sueh industries as beekeeping; but 
those engaged in the industry were ealled 
upon to assist themselves, The Depart- 
ment, he felt sure, would assist in all 

- reasonable proposals put forward. The 
Conferenee should formulate its proposals 
in such a way that the Department would 

e able to understand what was wanted, 

aving formulated their wants, they should 

ish them with all their power. 


PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS, 


The President said that the present was 
the first Conference that the Association 
had held in Christehureh, and consequently 
there were present many who had not at- 
tended previous Conferences, and conse- 
quently he gave full liberty to delegates 
to shake hands with any man in the room 
on the shortest notice. He did not know 
if he eould take the same liberty in respeet 
of the lady members; but it was the duty 


at home, In his address he wanted 


take up a subject that struck at the y Res 
of the beekeeping industry: he desire MM ge 
speak of what he considered shonld bey m 
keynote of the work of the Conferenee, ea 
the previous meeting, held in Welling ip: 
the Executive resolved on a forward md ud 
ment in connection with the industry, (Mic? 
tinuing, Mr, Allan said:—At our last ny ^ 
ing, held at Wellington, your Executi)!" 
resolved, after a good deal of conside en? 
tion, on a forward movement in connesso" 
with our industry. To that end it , n? 
to the several Branches of the Nationin 
remits for their consideration bearing dM j^ 
the direction which in their opinon gd! 


forward movement should take. Mog 
you will have had an opportunity of, 
sidering these remits, and I hope that y 
they are discussed in Conference that 
may speak with no uncertain sound, 
time let me outline the position thai 
behind these remits. Let me ask the qu 
tion—What at the present time is. 
greatest hindrance to the progress of 
industry throughout the Dominion? 
not Foul-brood? Do we not all realise f 
this one disease more than any of 
trouble—or all our other troubles put 
gether—is our greatest difficulty? It 
casions more loss of time or loss of mom 
than anything else. It is our const 
dread. We never open a brood-nest wi 
out a watchfulness which becomes see 
nature for the flat and perforated cell, 
too often—far oftener than is necessa] 
we find it. In our industry there are 
kinds of people—there are keepers of | 
and heékeepers. The first of these sow 
disease; the others reap the harvest. 
keeper of bees is one who owns bees} 
has more or less colonies, generally l 
stuck in some out-of-the-way corner. 
does not know anything about foul-bro 
and when his bees die, which they genel 
do, it is quite unexpected; in fact, he 
probably remark that a few days bel 
his discovery they were unusually bi 
which is very likely. The beekeepe 
also one who owns bees, He has mof 
less colonies—generally more—anil t 
occupy the pride of position, wel! shelte 
and tidily kept. He may not know m 
about some things, but he does know f 
brood, 


who fathered that Act, is proud of 
Speaking generally, the beekeeping f al 
nity is proud of it. Other eountrié 


of every gentleman to make the ladies feel 


notably some of -the North Ameri 


„have admired it, and wished that 
Pad a simildr Aet, But of late years 
Py ave become coldly critical. ‘Yes, 

0 ay, ‘you have got the ideal Apiaries 
"aut you are not diminishing your 
Ko yood: you are not cleaning up; disease 


Wl ui rampant all over your Dominion. 
ll. s. good is it?’’ The fault is not in the 
WE \yr, Hopkins, himself has only one 
tj "m to find in it. He says increase the 
alli utis from £5 to £20. I do not know 
tls that, but this I do know—the fault 
lo as | have said, in the Act. We as 


keepers have not had the courage to 
a the proper administration of the Aet. 
it is where the fault lies. Do not mis- 
erstand me; I am finding no fault with 
Department as it at present exists. My 
mplaint is that it is totally inadequate 
carry out the Act which it is supposed 
administer. An instruetor may sucaeed 
‘giving his attention to a comparatively 
all area in cleaning it up; but is it a 
ir thing to expect that our instructors 
jl make a success on the areas they at 
sent control? Let me make a statement 
t will bring this out clearly. As most 
you know, my Apiary is in Southland, 
ni I spend my summers there. This last 
pason it was my privilege as your Presi- 
nt to attend a branch meeting in that 
strict, and at that meeting I met Mr. 

I was struck by this, though I did 
say sq then, that Mr, Earp was 
nongst friends. He had done work for 
em which they appreciated. It was the 
nd of spirit that one naturally wants to 
e exist between the beekeepers and in- 
ructors. Now, I met Mr. Earp again, 
ill in his district, but this time at Tas- 
lan, in Nelson, That was only a few 
ecks ago. How far do you think it is 
tween those two places? Only a matter 
about 700 miles! Is it a reasonable 
loposition to expect Mr. Earp to clean 
| foul-brood over an area like that, and 
fhe same time grade about 15,000 tins 
honey at the various ports? In my 
union it would require six well qualified 
on to clean up the South Island alone. 
» divide it into six districts would still 
] them very large, and there would still 
an urgent need for local inspectors to 
Ip in the work. T am not quite so well 
quainted with the North Island, but it 
stg more than the:South in most things, 
probably its needs would be greater 
bro also. I do not, however, propose to 


ke; 
adequacy of the present staff. 
E, done  f99TRn Service for 
I rry —all honour to them for 


E “ccomplished—but the 


u 
a 
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dicate how many instructors it would | cultural Department have 
rather T wish only to show the total |of instructors after it, 

They |of the expense, simply the d 
our in-|been hoisted, j 
what hag until the d 
y simply cannot | and 


c 


do this thing; there is not power enough. 
What, then, should be done? We should 
ask that a promise already made in answer 
to a resolution carried at a former meeting 
of this Conference should be carried out— 
that a Chief Apiarist should be appointed: 
a man with a thorough technical know! ige 
of beekeeping; a man who knows foul- 
brood; a man with brains and push. Let 
him make his own plans, but let us have 
this trouble dealt with in a fair and busi- 
ness-like way. I daresay our legislators 
will ask the question: Is this industry 
worth all the expenditure involved in sueh 
an inerease in instructors as would surely 


come? Are they justified in putting 
this additional burden on the tax- 
payer? When the war was in pro- 


gress our Government sent every available 
man to the front—everything had to give 
way to war needs—and consequently all 
the services of the country were more or 
less crippled. When the war ended it left 
us with a great burden of debt. What, 
then, became the cry? Simply this, we 
must produce to our utmost limit. We 
must inerease our exports, and as a con- 
sequence the inflow of money into the 
country. Every man must do his bit. 
Well, we beekeepers want to do our bit. 
This disease is a drag on us, but still with 
it all our own Co-operative Association re- 
ceived in the last season 624 tons of honey, 
of a value of about £40,000. The reeord 
is one of continuous and rapid increase, 
and, given a proper chance of development, 
there is no reason why in a few years 
it should not be 6,000 tons instead of 600 
tons, Then as a product ours is second to 
none. There is a verse in one of the old 
Prophets which says: ‘‘Butter and honey 
shall he eat until he shall know to refuse 
evil and choose the good." Twenty-five 
centuries ago our product was bracketed 
with butter in this wonderful way. Tf to- 
day we are behind in the race, we only 
plead for a chance. I am content to 
justify my position by two reasons:—(1) 
That our industry is worth it; (2) That 
it is the proper thing to do. If anthrax 
or swine fever or any other dreaded disease 
was to appear in Southland or Auckland, 
or anywhere within the three-mile limit, 
Dr, Reakes would be after it, and no matter 
what it cost or ‘how many inspectors were 
required, it would be stamped out, Daring 
this last season ''fireblight"" appeared in 
some orchards in Auckland. The Horti. 
got a whole army 
There is no thought 
} anger flag has 
and will not be pulled down 
anger has passed away. Ladies 
gentlemen, I want the danger flag 
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hoisted in so far as our industry is con- 


rerned, and kept hoisted until the 
danger of foubbrood is under contro} 
throughous our Dominion. | make 
‘his assertion, and I feel sure that 
beekeepers of standing will bcar me out, 
that the loss in production of honey 
through foul-brood is ten times greater 


to our Dominion than the total cost of the 
Apiaries Department, It is a brake on 
the wheels of our industry that is not 
only eutting down the produetion for most 
beekeepers, but is hindering expansion. ' 
Owing to lectures given to our soldiers} 
in the camps in England, many of them 
have come home wishing to become bee- 
keepers. And it it would give present bee- 
keepers the’ greatest pleasure to welcome 
them into our ranks; but we dare not do 
it: to become a beekeeper while ignorant 
of foul-brood is to court disaster. If we 
had a strong Department with sufficient 
instructors much could be done to help 
these men to take up àn employment that 
in many ways would be peculiarly suitable 
for them. 


It is my hope that this Conference may 
discuss this subjeet thoroughly, and that 
permanent good to our industry may result. 


MINUTES CONFIRMED. 


| 


- On the motion of Mr, E. G. Ward, sec- 
nded by Mr. J. Ellis, the minutes of the 
previous Conference were taken as read. 


SECRETARY'S REPORT, 


The Seerctary (Mr. Fred C. Baines) sub- 


ifted the following report and balance 
sheet :— 


Mr. President, Ladies & Gentlemen,— 


I have very great pleasure in again 
presenting my annual report and balanee 
sheet which, T think, will be satisfactory 
io you all, as it shows the condition of 
the National to be in a very healthy state, 
and the finanees sound. 


| The members’ subseriptions have in- 
creased £9 10s, and the Branch Associa- 
tions by £8 14s, 10d. This latter would 
have “been increased considerably, had I 
had the returns from three Branches whose 
statements have not yet come to hand, 


During the year another Branch has been 
added from Hawke’s Buy, and we are pro- 
mised another in Auckland as soon as the 
season Commences, d 


procured, and ean now be obtained fr 
the Branch Secretaries or myself, 


although 
big 
brought about by two reasons. 
lis that, as I 
subscribers, by the courtesy of Mr. T 
Kirk I was loaned a copy of the li 
registered beekeepers, which contained g 
5,000 
not already subseribers I sent a spe 
copy of the Journal. 


the result was not so good as antiei 
as 


only 
tailed a pretty heavy printing and p 
bill, and incidentally a fair amount of 
on my part, and I confess the result 
disappointing, 
since that another periodical that cat 


The badges of membership have p 


The Journal Account, too, is satisfacty 
I am not able to 


show a 
profit this year, which 


has 
The f 
was unxious to increase 


names, and to all those who 


[ am sorry to 


out of that 
175 new 


number I seq 
The job 


large 
subscribers. 


although I have lea 
for a kindred industry made a 
canvass of a roll of 8,000 names 
secured only 250 new subscribers; s 


really did better than they did. 


The actual number of copies sent 
this month was 839, of whieh there 
free list of about 35, so the number of st 
seribers is about S00, which is, 
126 more than at this time last year. 
In the hopes of improving the gene 
get-up of the Journal, I have, as you 
know, been using a much better paper, 
am illustrating every month. Judg 
from the comments made by the 
scribers, the alteration is appreciated. 
as you all know, the price of paper 
increased about 500 per cent., and 
cost of producing the Journal to-day is ji 
about treble what it was when I 
asked to take over the control three ye 
ago, and now I am informed by 
printers that owing to new awards be 
given to the eompositors the eost of p 
ing will be considerably increased, am 
am compelled to ask you to agree to 
price being increased from next mol 
The eost of the specimen copies and pe 
age, with the increased cost of printil 
are the chief causes of the increased 8 
penditure, as shown on the balance shee 


Before closing, I Sincerely thank 
those who by words of appreciation 8 
encouragement have assisted me to bri 
the Journal up to its present form, 8 
earnestly ask for assistance from the 
who are capable of sending along new! 
items, so that the Journal may contin 
to grow in usefulness to our industry, 
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The President said that the Journgl had 


proved an excellent means by x sie eal 
"i D d nat 5 E 8 K 
pode Editor, and was doing ool 
work.—(Applause.) He invited ee qe 
sion on the question of increasing the § 
seription to the Journal. 


Mr. Baines explained that increased 


wages to compositors and the inereased 
priee of paper made it likely that the 
Journal Account would show a deficit next 
year. 
. . H 1] lv 
After diseussion it was unanimously 
agreed, on the motion of Mr. J. Murdoch, 
secónded by Mr. J. Ellis, to increase the 
subscription to the Journal from 5/- to 6/- 
per annum. 


Mr, Baines: I take that as a compliment 
to myself, and I thank you very much. 

On the motion of the President, sec- 
onded by Mr. A. Ireland, the Seergtary's 
report and balanee-sheet were adopted, 


FORWARD MOVEMENT. 


The President submitted remits from 
the Exeeutive, placing the following before 
Conference for discussion:— 

1. That in spite of our Apiaries Act and 
inspectorial staff, we are not making 
nearly sufficient progress in the check- 
ing of disease. In some districts it is 
questionable whether disease is not 


| 


causing greater ravages than ever, and | 


we think the time has arrived for a 
big forward movement in this eonnee- 
tion. This assumption is supported 


trouble. 


His Branch had come to the "fl a! 
clusion that there should be a mr 
Apiarist, also an increase in the m 

of instructors, and that the powers "I 

inspectors should be increased. He M 
been through a great many apiaries L 
their local inspector, and he found 

there was more foul-brood in Poverty 
than there was ten years ago. ‘ 


Mr. L. Irwin (Southland) said that 
dividual members of his Branch had 3 
pressed their strong desire that 
Government should take action to con 
foul-brood by appointing a Chief Apian 
and providing a enlarged staff of ing 
tors, with powér to prosecute those 
do not comply with requirements 
coping with foul-brood. Southland } 
keepers said that the thing had to be j 
with, and dealt with effectively. He] 
self was willing to be taxed one shill 
per hive per annum in order to provi 
for the additional inspectors. 


Mr. E. W, Sage (Auckland Proving 
Branch) said that he endorsed the remar 
of the two previous speakers; in the Ng 
they heartily agreed with the proposi 
put forward by Poverty Bay and Son 
land. t 

Mr. W, B. Bray (Barry's Bay) moved 
«(That this Conference urge on the Govel 
ment that the Apiary Division he madi 
separate Division, under a separate dir 
tor, responsible to thle Director-Gene 
direct.’’ He said that the Apiary Divis 
was at present tacked on to the Ho 
cultural Division, and there was no Chi 
Apiarist; none of the graders and inspe 


by the resolution forwarded by the 
Clutha Valley Branch, whilst the re- 
commendation by the beekeepers as- 
sembled at Ruakura indicates that in- 
creased vigilance is necessary to pre- 
vent the introduction of Isle of Wight 
disease into this country, and that 
importation of bees, queens, and honey 
should be immediately stopped. $ 


2. That in order to carry this out, we ask 
for the immediate appointment of a 
Chief Apiarist and an enlarged staff, 


8. That some new system of grading should 
be adopted in order to relieve thie. in- 


gestore and make it possible for 
hem to concentrate on the i i 
"a 1 the inspection 


Mr. J. Ellis (P unm 
foul-brood was (Poverty Bay) said that 


roul-brood ' greater than ever before 
in his district, and a te there was proper 
Supervision and the Apiaries Act enforced 


they were going to have considerable 


tors could do anything without consulti 
the chief of the Division, and he wasi 
orehardist first and last and the whole 
the time, They eould not, however, bl 
him, but at times it looked as if there ™ 
no control of the Apiary Division—n0.00 
plete eontrol. They should get the Api 
Division separated; they would then à 
a chance of the industry receiving the 
tention it was entitled to. 


Mr. J. Rentoul seconded, and said t 
the industry was sufficiently large to hA 
a separate Division, 


Mr, C. J. Clayton said that after © 
existing legislation having been in ev 
ence for 15 or 16 years, it was undoub 
that foul-brood was on the inerease. 
had been his business to go round 299 
the apiaries, and there was more f 
brood about at present than there was 
or 16 years ago. Tt was not confine: 
box hives; his experience was that th 
was more foul-brood among bees i" 


a 


piven: More inspectors were 
“it was a wonder to him how the 
ed; inspectors got over the country 
sent grading and judged honey at 
5 ud The judging and attendance at | 
ss should be eut out, and the in- 
"should ‘concentrate on fighting 
ool, An intelligent woman could 
Haught to do grading. 

à F. G. Ward said that he supported, 
e influence he held, the ad- 
or more inspectors; it was quite 
m that the present inspectors could 
B over the ground and give satisfaction: 
, could not administer the Aet, 


cacy f 


yw. T. Clark said he had no doubt that 
j were agreed as to what was wanted, 
t not as to how they wanted it. Bee- 
epers feli that Mr, Kirk, the head of 
jp Division, was an out-and-out orchardist; 
t he could not say that My, Kirk had 
ot given them a fair deal. The reason 
keepers had not got sufficient was be- 
pse they had not asked in the right way. 
jey had not put sufficient ‘‘ punch’? into 
fat they had asked. He suggested that 
je mover and seconder should discuss the 
matter with Mr. Campbell. 


The President asked Mr. Campbell to 
peak on the subject. 


Mr, Campbell said that he did not want 
»say anything that would influence the 
onferencd one way or ‘another to do 
nvthing it would otherwise do. As to 
he proposal for a separate Apiary Divi- 
ion, they had the principle that ‘‘ division 
| weakness.’’ If a small division were 
Heated, it was probable that beekeepers 
Mould get less consideration than they 
ere receiving at present when they were 
flached to what was really a small 
Division, What they should go for was 
Chief Apiarist attached to the Horti- 
tural Division; they would then get 
maetieallpy what they wanted. Mr, Kirk 
lad been striving for everything that the 
‘ssociation had been working for, and had 
en striving in every way: he had files 
| lis office that proved that, but the final 
cision did not rest with the Division. 
! they formulated their scheme, and ad- 
cated it with sufficient *'punch,"" they 
uld get all the assistance Mr, Kirk could 
ive them. It was the beekeepers who 
Hust convince the Department, the Direc- 
ov-General, and the Minister. He thought 
hat they would get on better by going for 
Chief Apiarist and for an merease in the 
Spection staff.—(‘‘Hear, hear’’) ^ This 
hould be done by showing the Director- 
Üenera] and the Minister the absolute ne- 


REPORT OF CONFERENCE, 1920 
a ee Mi 


ee P 
for foul-brood bein 
impossibility at the 


s 
. 


B controlled, and the 


à 1 present time for th 
employed by the Department to give the 


result beekeepers were askin 

sales go directly for cleaning a Wel 
m Gee a MN it did not matter 
Poel low that was done so ] 

te it was done, By doing this they would 
e working along the lines that the Divi- 
Sion had been working in their behalf 
for some considerable time, 


Mr. A. Ireland moved as an 
and Mr. W, E, Barker Secon 
this Conference urge upon the 
the necessity for the 
Chief Apiarist and an i 
of inspectors, ’’ 


amendment, 
ded— ‘That 
Government 
appointment of a 
nerease in the staff 


The President suggested to Mr. Br 
ir, a 
that he should withdraw his motion, 
Mr. Bray said that he was inclined to 
stick to his motion. 


The amendment was put, and was de- 
clared carried. A show of hands was de- 
manded; only ten voted against the amend- 
ment. 


On being put as the substantive motion, 
the amendment was declared carried unani- 
mously, 


The President: I would like to convey 
to Mr. Campbell the fact that we are 
unanimous about this business, and that 
we are in earnest about it: we want some- 
thing done; we don’t care how it is done, 
but we do want foul-brood controlled from 
one end of the Dominion to the other, and 
an end put to the present—— 

A Voice: ‘‘Tinkering.’’ 

The President: Yes, tinkering. It will 
pay the Government—it will pay the 
country to do it; and it will increase the 
wealth of the Dominion, 

ISLE OF WIGHT DISEASE, 

Mr. B. G. Ward meved the following 
portion of the Exeeutive's first remit:— 
‘That increased vigilance is necessary to 
prevent the introduction of Isle of Wight 
disease into this country, and that the im- 
portation of bees, queens, and honey should 
be immediately stopped.’’ He said that 
they could claim that in New Zealand they 
had as good bees as could be got, and foul- 
brood was the result of importing queens 
from other countries. Foul-brood being in 
the country was spreading wholesale. 

Mr. €, A, Jacobsen seconded, 


Mr, A, Ireland said that a similar remit 
was agreed to unanimously on two previous 
occasions, Had nothing been done? Why 


bewity, in the interests of the industry, 
v7? 


should it be passed again? 
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The President: We have to do a lot of 


things again. k 

Mr. F, C. Baines said that Mr. Kirk ee 
him the previous week that he naf piaca 
the matter before the Government for T 
years, and had urged the prohibition o 


the importation of queens, bees, and honey. fanable them to satisfaetorily ope 
There was a big risk in importing honey kets in eountries other than Great Bris 


from Australia, where the ‘‘ disappearing 
trick?’ disease was prevalent-—a disease 
that little was known about. There was 
danger of the disease being imported with 
the honey. 

Mr. W, B. Bray said that the UT. ^s 
disease had been in existence for the past 
15 years. The Victorian Bacteriologist 
sent to New Zealand for some bees, and 
found that the ‘‘D.T.’’ disease existed in 
the Dominion. 

Mr, Irwin said that Mr. Kirk apparently 
had done all he eould; there was someone 
higher up than jthe Division who had pre- 
venied the beekeepers from getting satis- 
faction, and was blocking them. How 
were they to get their ‘‘punch’’ in? 


Voices: ‘‘Members of Parliament.’’ 


Mr, Irwin: We should get our ‘‘punch’’ 
in there as quickly as possible. 


Mr, Sage said that while this prohibition 
was desirable from the beekeepers’ point 
of view, was it fair, seeing that New 
Zealand was exporting quite 75 per cent. 
of its honey, to prevent honey from other 
countries coming in? 


Mr, Gardener strongly objected to the 
mportation of bees; but the life of a 
queen was only four or five years. At 
the end of ten years what sort of bees 
would there be in the Dominion? 


Mr. McLean: Why cannot New Zealand 
reed as good bees as those that are im- 

rted? 

Mr. Davies said that his Branch had 
passed a strong resolution on the subjeet. 


Mr, Watson suggested that if **honey"" 
were eut out of the motion, it would be 
agreed to without opposition. 


The mover and seconder agreed to the 
deletion of the word *honey'" from the 
motion, which was then  unanimouslv 
agreed to, ; 


GRADING HONEY. 

The President said they now eame to the 
third remit from the Exeettive:— ‘That 
some new system of grading should be 
adopted in order to relieve the inspectors, 
and make it possible for them to concen- 
trate on the inspection work,’’ He sug- 
gested that representatives present of the 


/ 
/ d 


N.Z, Co-operative Honey Pr 
ciation should speak on the matte 
r, 


Mr, €. F. Ryland said that th 
had realised for some time that the 
system of grading was not entire] 
factory—it was not sufficiently elas 


Odteoy., i 


n upa 


The matter had been before the Bo 
Directors, but all the necessary dat 
not been collected, nor had ‘thrall 
an opportunity to go into the matte, 
the officers of the Department, Mr 
had informed them that they would} 
an opportunity to talk the matte 
with Mr. Campbell and the three Gg 
ment graders in Christchurch. 


The President said that they w 
some better system of grading in 
that the grading should not take up 
time of the inspectors too much, He 
gested that Mr. Campbell should e 
with the representatives of the 
and report to Conference. 


This was agreed to. 


DEALING WITH FOUL-BROOD 


Mr. W. Kennedy asked why n^ p 
tions had taken place in respect o 
existence of box-hives in the Methve 
trict last year. He alleged that the 9 
of the box-hives did not destroy the € 
and honey. 


Mr, E, A. Earp, Governmeni ii 
struetor, said that when Mr. ke? 
mentioned the matter to him last Y% 
(Mr. Earp) sent inspectors to the O% 
They had rid the district of most % 
box-hives. No prosecutions b3 
place, that being at Mr, Kennedy * ^? 
wish, 


Mr. Gardiner asked why Mr. EP 
been guided by a beekeeper. 


Mr. Earp said that he had 5" 
necessity for prosecuting, as they 
able to get rid of the box hives W 
going to that length. They were i 
all instructors and then inspectors, 3" 
Department’s policy was to prosecul’ 
as a last resort, 


DISTINCTIVE MARKS ON t- 


Replying to Mr, Ireland, Mr. Es? 
that if all the cases submitted “oy 
uniform grade, then they were pt 
one lot; where there was a notices? 
ference in the colour or flavou'. ^, 


seek 


= 


ish 


! mark the cases, as it assisted gra 


necessary on the part of the boeken 
ing 
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pNALTIES FOR BREACH OF Act, 
E AL 


Le. pnis moved:— ‘That the Conference 
Mr ihat the maximum penalty for 
the Apiaries Act be increased | 


Baines seconded, and said that Mr, 
E had brought the matter before the 
Dorities, but nothing had been done. 


fr, Campbell said that owing to Parlia- 
Mt concentrating on war legislation, it 
" been impossible to get the. Apiaries 
"amended. It might be possible to get 
mended during the coming session, 

Me President suggested that the motion 
wld incorporate a remit from the Grey- 
mth Branch that the minimum penalties 


REMOVAL OF HIVES AND BEES. 


Mr. Sage moved:—‘‘ That no bees, hives 
appliances shall be removed from one 
mty to another county without the 
itten authority of the inspector for the 
strict," 

Mr, Ellis seconded. 

Mr. Bray suggested that the prohibition 
ould be ‘‘from one place to another," 
M that the Act should be amended by 
leting the word ‘‘knowingly’’ from the 
tion dealing with the removal of bees, 
Wes, and appliances. 


The motion was discussed at some 
ügth. 

Mr, Campbell said that an amendment 
the Act would be necessary. Certainly 


Mething more definite should be done in 
spect of the removal of bees and the 
read of disease in that way. He thought 


gather nectar gives a honey ving i 

characteristics in the parti bend hed: 
n colour they vary from water Pis to 
almost black; in flavour from the faaeiod 
white clover to the nauseous ragwort: and 
m texture from honeys that extraet quite 
easily to honeys that refuse to leave the 
Conk at all. Added to this is the fact 
that bees may and more often than not are 
gathering from varying sources, and that 
therefore nearly all of our honey is mixed 
in the hive, and on that account the varia- 
tion is still greater. Under these cireum- 
stances thie marketing of our honey is 
made very difficult, and very often results 
in a good deal of dissatisfaction, We 
have no standard, known on the market, 
on which we can quote. What has been 
done has been to class the honey accord- 
ing to colour—water white, light amber, 
medium amber, and dark,—but each of 
these colours represents a range of colour 
equal to one-fourth of the range from 
water white to dark. They also represent 
a range of some five or six other qualities 
on which they are graded, the outeome of 
the whole arrangement giving such diver- 
sity of result that no standard of any use 
to a business man on the market is arrived 
at. The proof of my contention in this 
respect is available in the business of the 
H.P.A. When it was determined to push 
our present system of sales on the local 
market, a standard became at once neces- 
sary. The classification and grading of 
the Department gave no standard, and 
therefore was of little use. The only way 
to get a uniform standard is to blend to 
one colour and flavour, or as nearly so as 
possible. This is being done at Auckland, 
and the results are proving very satisfac- 
tory, though in the south the standard 
set is regarded as rather dark. Still the 


at the motion should refer only to bees, 
Wes, or appliances when they changed 
Whership; that would not interfere with 
beekeeper shifting bees of his own to 
out-apiary in another county. 


The motion was agreed to. 


HONEY AND METHODS 
HANDLING. 
following paper: 


OF 


he President read the 
Mr. Chairman,—I am down on ipe prr 
amme to open a discussion on 1^ d 
t of **Honey and Methods of po 
g.’’ In order to’ be concise and to De 
bint, I have put what I have to say op 
er, Tt is a common saying ecd = -— 
es are exactly alike it 18 equa y — 
ble in the case of honey. No ovo X or 
le exactly alike in colour, Bares E -— 
fixture, Every plant from whieh th 


T 


object aimed at has been gained—the 
honey is being sold for forward delivery 
land according to standard. 

| With regard to Government grading, 
| while I disagree with the schedule adopted 
|as being unnecessarily complieated, I ad- 
'mit that the classification by colour is all 
| that can be dome—that is, as long as grad- 
ing of “individual beekeeper's lots is done; 
but I maintain that the system of grading 
for the individual will break down; that 
as our industry grows it will prove more 
nnd more unsatisfaetory, until something 
is found to take its place, 


After a good deal of consideration, I 
have come to these conelusious:— 

1. That in order to successfully market, it 
is necessary to standardise, both in 
quality and eolour of the honey, an4 
in package, 
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2. That the only way in which that cam 
be done is by blending and packing 
in a factory; and 


3. That a simplified form of grading deal- 
ing with samples from 5 or 10-ton 
lots, instead of as at present from 
each individual 601b. tin, should then 
be adopted, 


I do not wish to find fault with our pre- 
sent system. It has done good work, but 
we live in an age of progress, and the 
time has come when it must be super- 
seded by something better. We are grow- 
ing, and the possibilities that lie before 
beekeeping are far greater than most of 
us realise. Let me use an illustration 
that will make my point of view clearer. 
Suppose that some twenty Dairy Com- 


panies, turning out an average of 100 tons 


of butter, are shipping at one port. It 


would mean 2,000 tons of butter, but the 
Agrieultural Department ean arrange the 
grading of that amount quite easily. And 
such is the confidence in their work that 
their grade note becomes the certificate 
on which the butter is sold. The grading 
is greatly assisted by the fact that there 
is very little variation in the quality of the 
The managers in those 20 fac- 
tories are all taught in one school; they 
A stan- 
dard of quality is easily reached, and the 
buyer has come to, know that standard 
So well that he buys with the utmost 
But suppose that the 400 or 
500 dairy farmers who supply those fae- 
tories were to resolve to manufaeture at 
home, and send their butter tc the port 
What about 
t then? Some of it would be as white 

the milk it was made from; some of 

would) be extreme at the yellow end; 
some of it would be streaky; and some 
Texture 
and flavour, and in some cases aroma, 
Now, how is the grader 
going to get a standard out of that lot? 
Well, that is just exactly what our graders 
Perhaps 
you will say, ‘‘Yes, but the butter is a 
manufactured article, and the faults are 
Ours is a finished 
Can we not by a simple process 
No, 
we cannot reach a standard; we may, if 


produet. 


are all working on similar lines. 


confidence. 


or grading for shipment. 


of it would have other qualities. 


would come in. 
are trying to do for us in honey. 


those of manufacture. 
article. 
of sorting out reach a standard?’’ 


we sort it out sufficiently, reach a dozer 
standards, and the variation 
the dozen will be its main characteristic 


Suppose to carry our illustration a little 
further, that Mr. Ryland had the job in $ 
a co-operative way to sell the butter of| year’s work as quickly as possible a 

those 500 dairies, how do you think he|it is produced. 


in each of 


would go about it? He would hay 
sorted out into, say, three grade 
was received, blend each of the g 
a butter worker, and then have j 
for the market. 


S ag 
Tadeg 
t grad 


In our fruit industry we are up agaj 
the same trouble: we want standards 
export. These are, as in honey, fixeg 
regulations, and the Government grader 
the judge of our success in conformin 
standard. We find that the indivig 
orehardist, in nine cases out of ten, can 
handle his own fruit; he packs it, , 
forwards it to the wharf, only to jj 
it turned down. We are compelled ing 
own interest to form companies and hy 
packing sheds, and have the work 4 
by expert packers who are not person 
interested in the fruit. Then we 
an even standard of fruit and pack, 
the grader passes it as it leaves the g 


In dairy produce it is a matter of mg 
facture; in fruit it is a question of soy 
and culling and packing; in honey ij 
a matter of blending to bring our 
amber honeys to one uniform stani 
and to do the same for medium and 4 
My contention is that blending would 
for our honey industry what the facto 
system and the packing shed ‘have done 
the dairy and the fruit industries, and tl 
we will never get a satisfactory solut 
of our marketing problem until we ad 
it. Further, the attempts to standard 
by grading alone is costly and unfai 
the industry, because it monopolises 
much of the time of the Department, 
cannot in my opinion suececd. 


The opinion has been expressed that 
faetory handling will add to the cost 
the honey. I have not the figures to & 
trovert that opinion, but the detail of 
expense ineurred under our present sys 
judging by the amount of work done, 
not much work is done for nothing th 


1 


days, will probably show that the 
is very little if any more expensivéj 
may, when storage is taken into aceoll 
and certainly will when home work 
taken into account, prove a great sav 
One of the great drawbacks to our pres 
system is the bogey of granulation. 
have to store our honey at home unti 
granulates. This may be anywhere 
two to six months; usually the riper 
honey the longer the time.’ This del 
coming at the end of a year's work 
produce the honey, makes it a great te! 
tation to try and realise in some 0 
way. Most of us want the return for ? 


1 


> 
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My plea is 
RN "forward movement must come 
i e rank and file ‘of beekeepers, 
jp" the H.P.A. nor the Apiaries De- 
(will be any better than we make 
do they want to be, Neither 


nor META 
-o independent institutions, Their 


om al 
p. to feel the pulse of the industry 
to do the best they can for it. I am 


ful that both of these institutions 
p° come forward—Mr. Ryland for thel 
b a, and Mr. Kirk for the Department— 
‘tell us what they are prepared to do 
this matter. T feel certain that as far 
pending is concerned, Mr. Ryland fully 
ognises its value from a marketing 
nt of view, and that Mr. Kirk will wel- 
me a system that would bring our honey 
p line with dairy produce and fruit, and 
ke it possible to do satisfactory work in 
ading. 
agree with Mr. Rentoul, whose work 
Chairman of the H.P.A. I fully appre- 
je, that we must be careful. As we 
ke each forward step we must prove it, 
t don’t let us be too slow about it. We 
now all about the early bird: let us follow 
s example. 


Mr, J. Rentoul said the question of fer- 
ented honey had engaged the attention 
the H.P.A,, and they would like to 
the Baeteriologieal Department take 
e question up. As to grading, it was 
l| behind, and the only way out was to 
ale in bulk, and that could be done 
in bulk stores. Blending could be 


m 


20, 

ET 13 
a been blamed for agitating inland delivered 5 

1 hi Wu this change before the H.P.A, it had r ered 500,0001bs, of honey, and 


t repeat orders in h 

quantity. The price Pee 
siderably in advance 
obtained, and c 
looked 


A for a similar 
eived was con- 
of that previously 
onsequently the H.P.A, 
experiment with some 
on. He emphasised the 
ection with the export 


à ovision being made f 
grade lighter in colour than i whito!; the 


New Zealand grade of ** white? 

N g 7? was - 
sidered to be ‘light amber’? in de 65 
overseas markets, whieh meant in Ameriea 
that it fetched 2d. to 215d. less in priee 
than honey graded as ‘white’? would 
fetch, 


„Mr. Campbell said that anything con- 
sidered by the Conference to be of ad- 
vantage to the industry, or that went to 
maintain standards and reduce labour and 
simplify methods of handling and grad- 
ing, would be very readily taken up by 
the Department, If they could standardise 
methods they would make considerable 
progress. 

In further discussion, speakers referred 
to the favourable experiences they had 


had in respect of dealing with honey in 
bulk. 


On the motion of Mr, Bray, seconded 
by Mr. J. C. Gibb, the President was ac- 
eorded by acelamation a vote of thanks 
for his paper. 


» for prov 


“PADDLING” HONEY: IS IT ANY 
GOOD? 


Mr. Fred C, Baines read the following 


me only by experts; the H.P.A. was 
ding it, and had been fairly successful. 
vided honey was delivered into bulk 
ores, all the season's honey could be 
ended so as to get uniform grades of 
h colour, and the season's output could 
f graded in a few days instead of 
nths, 


Mr. C, F, Ryland said t 
hich was purely a busin 
decided that the depot 
ace, appeared to have ¢ t 
eg iu ma present system: it monn 
faving of time and money, and a 200. 
Quent better return to the producer. ! 
d been decided to start the experiment, 
4 large seale at Timaru, very musk 
| the lines indicated by Mr. ar Į is | 
Ryland’s) opinion was that a 
be entirely successful, Tt might 
necessary for the yegni onn, iA 2 
plified; he did not doubt the jvc 
"nt. would be willing to do 80, i 8 m 
sult of blending in Auckland for the 


t 
bw Zealand market, 


hat the H.P.A., 
ess proposition, 
system, on the 
lecided advan- 


me ra 


the H.P.A, had sold, 


paper:— 

I am going to prefaee my remarks by 
making a few quotations from old Jour- 
nals, e 


In August, 1914, I gave a description of 
paddling honey for the elimination of a 
coarse grain whilst it is granulating. In 
December, 1914, Mr, F. A. Jacobsen gave 
an article bearing out my remarks, In 
Oetober, 1915, Mr. W. E. Barker says:— 
«Last season I gave ‘paddling’ a good 
trial, Result: Five cases turned down by 
the grader as too soft—a trouble l have 
never suffered before." In November, 
1915, Mr. J, 8. Cotterell says:—'* Honey so 
treated by me lost points . , . whilst the 
condition was not as firm as unstarted 
honey." And in the same issue Mr, T. 
Hopkins writes:—'* Whilst at Matameta r 


l accidentally stumbled on a scheme o im- 


proving the texture (grain), and also to 
a certain extent the colour of granulating 
honey—a simple process, to which no one 


D 


ASSOCIATION OF yy 


a DIRS? 

. NATIONAL BEEKEEPERS 
C EL 

jeeti On onc oecasion 

ean take an pojecmon YA cien 


I had overlooked rem 


rom 1e lower par a eappin an 
f t t f an un appi g 
0 D. , [U ea 


i ntil it 
: rained from eappings U 
A oe Pe aaniiared (though still soft) 
DS dish hrough the honey 


. 5 j t run t z 

that it would not Y bs. in the ean, 
te 100 Ibs. 1 

tap. There ko be stirring the honey 


8 knowing t à 
A zu made soft enough to run 


it well with a wooden pidii 
ran through the es dis 
having been pu upon drehen 
honey apart from taak — "A a asini 
Some time after, when it hac 

Aimi granulated, I was surprised topan 
the grain or texture of this honey mi se 
finer and the colour somewhat lighter the 
that extracted from the same combs. After 
giving the matter much thought, I wor: 
sored whether the stirring of the honey 
had made the difference, and as the last 
of the honey had been extracted I had 
to wait until the next season before con- 
ducting conclusive tests. The results of 
several tests proved to my own satisfac- 
tion that stirring. honey when comment- 
ing to granulate does improve beer 


it would 
worked 
until it slowly 


These remarks by experienced beekeepers 
would naturally confuse any one who 
really wanted to know whether ‘‘padd- 
ling" honey was a desirable thing, and 
the object of this little paper on the sub- 
ject is to bring about further discussion 
on the matter, as I personally believe in 
‘paddling’? for improving the marketable 
value of our honey. 


I have here a sample of honey as taken 
from the tank previously to having 20 lbs. 
of granulated honey stirred into it. This 

yas extracted in December, 1916, and as 
you see is not properly granulated yet, 
and what granulation there is is ivery 
coarse and sugary. The specific gravity of 
this honey is 1.480, which indicates that 
t is well ripened, but for all that it hasn't 
anulated. This other sample is the same 
- honey after treatment, which, vou will 
notice, is to all appearances à. much 
superior honey, with a finer grain, and 
the grader’s remark on the grade note was 

A remarkably fine flavour for a dark 


amber honey.’’ Grading, B Grade, with 
89 points. : 


The sample here is one of my last sea- 
son's erop taken before “paddling and 
although extracted in February last is 
really, not firmly granulated yet. This 
other ample is taken from the same tank 
after treatment, and here again you will 
admit there is an improvement 'in the 
grain; also the colour is degrees lighter 
lhe specifie gravity of this honey is 1.485. 


I think you will alj am, 
light of my experience a Tee 
of these samples, that T 
my ease that *' 
honey. 

There is, however, just this 
that, like many other gooq pus Lr 
be carried too far. You cane if 
whilst it is granulating to E Stir y 
that you will eliminate al] ot à 
get it into a condition resemble 
densed milk, only æ bit firmer "3 


hav. 
paddling” 1. e 


honey has been turned, down, aj 
there have been cases Where iud 
has been allowed to granulate xil 
has been turned down for soft grami 


I can only say that I have py 
‘t paddling’’ now for five or six year 
the only honey I had refused for e 
was a small lot that I did not trs 
I didn’t’ think it was worth the tm 
but the result proved that it woul 
been. 


My practice is to save about 3ilj 
honey from the previous on, 
had been treated. This is put 
kerosene tin, and then filled up wi 
liquid honey from the tank, am 
stirred until it is in a liquid gram 
state. The whole is put into tle 
and stirred for about a quarter i 
hour with a paddle made of a pit 
Itimber 9 x 3x? inches, with a bron 
let in, The honey is kept well «4 
and allowed to stand three days, V 
will be found to be granulating 
through. It is then stirred eve! 
until it is in a state of liquid gran 
when it is tinned off. 


I hope these few remarks will us 
a profitable discussion. 


The samples shown by Mr. Baines 
critically examined by, the member 
it was generally conceded that thè - 
raised in Mr. Baines’ distriet was t 
improved by stirring. 
aud 


A brief discussion ensued, : 
anss 


Baines was accorded a vote of th 


BEEKEEPING IN ENGLAN?: 


Mr. A, R. Bates gave an alin 
‘Beekeeping as T Found It in En 
im whieh, he dealt with his exi, 
whilst aeting as an instruetor in Aw 
ing under the educational scheme - 
by the N.Z, Expeditionary Foree ? 
signing of the Armistice. 
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signing of the Armistice, I 
and accepted the appointment 
Do tor in beekeeping under the N.Z. 
perte Force education scheme, 1 
editio at Torquay, giving a short) 
ps twenty lectures and demonstra- 
The Department procured a fairly 
of appliances, charts, &e., 
of bees, this being my first 
to bees in the Old Country. 
for the stock: a 10-frame 
storey hive; Italian bees. They 
much more gentle than any I had 
p seen: We could handle them without 
nection of veils or smoke. T put about 
y Ts'' through the course, and 
at, with the other instructors’ efforts, 
wuld ensure a good swarm of new bee- 
for New Zealand. I wrote the 
of the B.B.K.A,, stating the 
is on, and asked for information 


pro o. 


; also for literature that might be 
eful. I received no reply, but was sent 
atalogue of beekeepers’ supplies. A 
nber of beekeepers I met in England | 
nce had a similar grievance against the 
BK.A., which appears a moribund insti- 
ition. 

After a good deal of ‘‘fossicking,’’ I 
et a number of men in a small way of 
siness all keen on bees and interested 
Ty much in New Zealand conditions. 
veral of them practised migratory bee- 
eeping, moving their hives to the Dart- 
oor Tills in July for the heather flow. 
here are thousands of acres of nothing 
it heather, producing a dark aromatic 
bey, the consistency of our manuka. 
tions of this were retailing at 3/6 per Ib. 
le only apiary of any size T visited in 
levon was one of 100 colonies at Buek- 
Abbey run by the monks, quite as 
| to date as anything in New Zealand, 
heir hives and gear were Root's manu- 
*ture. Amongst other items of interest 
lere an electrically driven extractor and 
queen incubator, the latter being neces- 
TY owing to sudden drops in dee ee 
metimes experienced, As Isle of omn 
sease had made great inroads among t ie 
es in the South of England, the monks 
"re finding it a better propa mon 1 
ise bees for sale than produce honey. 


= 


hree-frame nuclei were being sold a 
2 10s. Our party was made very meli 
bme, and shown over the. apiary anc 
à The brother in charge attributed 


t. 1 ^ ited 
s success im combating diaepan, fo une 
üg a good hardy strain of Ttalian hees, 
nd Mol rod (zal? about the NAR after 
[cleansing flight by the bees, vile at 


orquay T conducted parties of ay 
b a i the invitation o 
eekeepers to Bristol, on 


Major. Norton, of the Bristol and 
Dominions, We were very hospitably en 
tertained, and shown the process of pack- 
ing New Zealand honey for the retail 
market. One cannot speak too highly of 


the care taken of our produce and methods 
of handling, 


Later on I was transferred to London, 
and was fortunate in being able to make 
several visits to beekeepers in Kent. 1 
was invited to attend a Field Day ‘heli 
by the Kent Association at Rochester, a 
very pleasant outing. Here again I was 
unable to get in touch with any commer- 
cial apiarists, In company with a fruit- 
growing party I spent a day at Wye Agri- 
eultural College, whieh primarily is de- 
voted to fruit culttire and research work 
on diseases, and has a sideline on beekeep- 
ing, just being started with about a dozen 
colonies. My next visit of interest was to 
Mr. Taylor's Bee Supply Factory at Luton. 
I was particularly interested in his Weed 
foundation plant, which was turning out 
one and a-half tons weekly, though very 
poor quality in comparison with American 
and New Zealand makes. Mr. Taylor was 
aeting as distributor for the Government 
of imported supplies, and was storing 
1,000,000 seetions landed from America. 
The Government has a big re-stocking 
seheme on hand, and is importing thou- 
sands of stocks of bees from Holland. The 
Duteh bees are slightly smaller than our 
blacks. They were at first thought to be 
immune to disease, but later experience 
showed differently. Mr, Taylor had about 
50 stocks recently landed, all in straw 
skeps, whieh still exist in considerable 
numbers, Beekeepers seem very adverse 
to any control by means of Apiaries Acts. 


A small party of us made a trip to Kil- 
marnoek Agricultural College, where the 
bee expert, Mr. ‘Tinsley, showed us over 
the apiary—60 to 80 colonies, A number 
of cadets were being trained similarly to 


Ruakura, and a considerable amount of 
research work in connection with bec 
diseases was undertaken, Mr, ‘Tinsley 


wished. me to send him samples of ouv 
honey, stating sources from which it was 
gathered, for analysis, He stated that 
foul-brood was no scourge with them, and 
they never destroyed a comb because of it, 
They de-queened, and allowed the bees 
to clean it. up. He also had a firm con- 
vietion that the germs were never carried 
in the honey. In reply to questions, he 
stated that he referred to ropy American 
foul-brood. Must be milder than ours! 


I witnessed a demonstration in handling 
bees at Norwieh Show, and had à very 
interesting chat with the gentleman in 
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es. He had a nice-looking 
ed to present 
to take home 


charge of the be 
docile lot of bees, any offer 

» with a couple of queens é A 
with me, I thought the risk of impanna 
Isle of Wight disease was too grean ana 
did not accept. He gave me padres Od 
several apiarists, including one with 1,009 


colonies, but unfortunately marching 
orders did not enable me to make a visit. 
to be 


Beekeepers in England appear 
iet na disadvantages in comparison 
with New Zealand conditions. Apart from 
a more severe climate, which compels them 
to use double walled hives, they lack the 
organisation and co-operation we, happily 
possess, The commercial men appear to 
have nothing to do with the B.E.K.A., and 
there is talk of forming a new Association. 
The standard frame adopted in England 
is not altogether satisfactory, being one- 
third shorter than the Langstroth, and the 
split top-bar is a good home for wax moth 
and a nuisance to attach foundation in. 


The hives in use appear to laek the sim- 
plicity of design necessary for cheapness 
and easy handling, and a number have 
various contraptions attached that appear 
anything but desirable. The beekeeping 
journals print a lot of advertisements for 
drugs to cure or prevent bee diseases, 
though most prominent beekeepers pro- 
nounce them useless, During the war, 
owing to sugar shortage, the Government 
would not allow any to be used for bee 
feed, and numbers of colonies starved out, 
Next season they had a lot made up into 
candy eosting 1/- a pound, medicated with 
bacterol and coloured pink. A slip at- 
tached pronounced it unfit for human con- 
sumption. Probably it was, as there were 
"ia complaints of bees fed on it dying 
ott, 


I do not think at present we can learn 
great deal from the British beekeepers, 


ept what to avoid, but some of the col- 
ges devoted to research work should 
roduce good results. We might with ad- 
vantage have similar institutions in this 
country, 
Mr. Bates 
thanks, 


was accorded a vote of 


—— 


IMMUNITY FROM DISEASE. 


The President said that Miss Shepherd 
had suggested to him that Conference 
might discuss the question of breeding 
queens for immunity from foul-brood, 


„A brief diseussion ensued, and on the 
President/s motion Miss Shepherd was 
thanked for her Suggestion, and was as- 
sured that the Association would assist her 
in every way possible. 


uld yy 
nta] f 


Miss Shepherd said that she Wo 
the question tested at experime 
tions—that it should be taken up at® 
Government apiaries, She felt Bo | 
that the thing could be done if i à 
taken up with determination, She" 
not think that private beekeeperg 43 
be expeeted to experiment in the matta 


PARLIAMENTARY ACTION, 


Mr. J. McCombs, M.P. for Lyttelton 
tended, and briefly addressed the Cong 
ence, He suggested that a deputagi 
from the Conference should wait on jj 
members of Parliament for Canterbury 
their next meeting. 


The President thanked 
for attending. 


Mr. Met; , 


“NEW ZEALAND FLORA IN RELÉ 
TION TO HONEY." 


Mr. W. E. Barker read the followj 
paper:— 

Mr. President,—When the ever-presgy 
Mr, Baines urged me to contribute an 
ticle to this Conference on the flora 
New Zealand and its relation to our hon 
[, like the ladies, felt I could not resi 
him; but I am an old man, well stricke 
in years, and abominably lazy. I decide 
to compromise, and give a re-hash of 
former paper read at the Beekee 
Conference some years ago, which 
of our grey-heads will no doubt r : 
adding thereto a little that may be of 
terest to all honey producers. 


It has been said that the native flo 
of New Zealand was of very little use 
beekeepers, as the flavour of the hone 
derived from this source was so pronounce! 
as to be in some cases unmarketable. 
would combat this statement: "tis 
flavour of our native flora that gives" 
our honey that ‘‘click’’? whieh makes 7 
lead the world. *fPure Clover Honey 
is but a tradesman's term that has caugh 
the publie eye, but not its palate, and ! 
most it is am insipid article, and lat 
flavour. It is on a par with **Prime CW 
terbury Lamb'' as a good selling nam? 
Anyone contemplating setting up 3 
producer of prime extracted honey shoul 
see that his apiary site is contiguous ^ 
an area containing a good percentage k 
our native flora, so that the clover hon" 
he produces may have that added flavo 
that the publie appreeiates, 


This studying of the flora of our resi" 
tive districts is not sufficiently practis 
by our apiarists. A man should so kaoi 
the nectar producing capabilities of 
flora in the distriet his apiary is sit 


espe 


T 


to work up his bees to be in a 
to make full use of the flow as 
along, for in no industry is the 
con’; more true than to that of the 


sW oducer that ‘‘the race is to the 
ey | L 


, of our flora is undoubtedly very 

That from the kowhai, for in. 
is as bitter as gall, but as it 
so early in the spring, it serves as 
1, and is all consumed by extrac- 
That from the fuchsia (Konini), 
jich should be extensively cultivated and 
served by all beekeepers, as it is so 
iv and quickly grown, gives to our 
ney that exquisite flavour known on the 
ndon market as the ‘‘muscatel’’; and 
ose Who are situated near the rata know 
hat 2 distinctive and pleasing flavour it 
ves to the local product. But it is more 
e general admixture of the flora of the 
istrict as a Tule which gives to our clover 
neys their superior flavour. 


owes 
ring Feet 


very puzzling „peculiarity of our 
ve flora is the way it is at times 
gleeted by the bees. 'I have aforetime 
entioned how seldom they work the 
anuka with me. This year the hini-hini 
owered most profusely, scenting the 
whole air of an evening with its sweet 
erfume; yet, notwithstanding the lack of 
lover blossom, it was totally neglected, 
hough assailed greedily by other flies. 
he native vine also flowered in May, and 
hough visited by ordinary  flies—even 
some of the hymenoptera—was unvisited 
y the bees, though flowering elose to 
the apiary. Yet they seemed very busy, 
‘and the only other available supply I 
‘could think of they could prefer was the 
Cape-weed, and that was almost con- 
Spicnous by its absence. If the vine and 
the hini-hini were producing nectar, why 
Were the bees not seeking it? If they 
were not, what was attracting the other 
flies? In fact, thie bees this season seem 
peculiarly eontented—what with, I am at 
a loss to discover. Perhaps they were, 
like the Socialists, as they are said to be, 
just diving into one another’s homes, liv- 
ing, so to speak, from hand to mouth, 2 
ll joking apart, I am inelined to think 
hat the true reason is that though tho 
hative flora flowered so profusely, it dic 
hot to any extent secrete nectar Sane 
to the lack of suitable atmospheric 
5 loubtedly greatly in- 
changes, which undou ly 8 ie 
fluence a good flow, for it bi n nor 
honey dow. all over New Zealand; so wans 
OOF Dy ieh truly ean be said 
th, dinary fly, whieh M 
" o OTI: hand to mouth, stopped to 
the A pd seanty sweet supply, the 
Migs big tee je went to where the 
more provident bee A lg ren 
supply was more adequa : , 
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HOME 
SEC METER 
expended, 
Xp Meine " remarkable that 
7 Plants, the Coprasma 
ee fs det deg in our pe fci 

iS, micky-micks of the e ists 

E k; cks olonists 

Taye biel’ with their varied coloured 
ls are non-neetiverious, depending on 

eir Tuctification to rude Boreas; im 
ot ai ene they, like the nut-trees, are 
one 16, and hold out as a bribe to the 
birds instead their bright drupes, who in 
turn disseminate their Species for them 
over the land, 


A peculiarity about New Zealand trees 
that does not seem to have been mueh 
commented on by apiarists is that many- 
of them take two years to mature their 
seeds, during which time they eonstantlv 
secrete nectar, which is greedily collected 
by the bees both in the spring and 
autumn. J mention particularly panax and 
lancewood, which hum with contented bees 
at these seasons. Being situated near a 
patch of bush, I seldom resort to spring 
feeding, 


It should be remembered that all trees 
are capable of producing honey from either 
their leaves or from the combium layer, 
or inner bark, given certain atmospheric 
changes. This is not honey-dew, such as is 
secreted by aphides, but true nectar. I 
have known a tree that for years had 
been sheltered in a plantation, on its fel- 
lows being removed, secrete such a copious 
flow from its bark and leaves that it burst 
the outer bark and produced more nectar 
than the bees from the adjacent apiary 
could collect, and a perfect orgy of 
drunken bees and moths ensued at the foot 
of that tree. There the stored-up starch 
of the tree was suddenly converted into 
saccharine by exposure to the sun's rays. 


A still more interesting observation was 
that reeorded by Mr. Stewart, who found 
the bees in the North of Auckland work- 
ing the braeken fern, a well-known storer 
of starch in its roots, but one that one 
would never expeet to turnout a producer 
of nectar, So that at any time an apiary 
situated near our native flora may derive 
an unexpected flow from such sougges. I 
have no doubt it was from the irritating 
of the bees in search of food at the base 
of the patioles that originated in prehis- 
torie days and permanently fixed the 
meetaries from which the modern bee ob- 
tains its main supply, and in the course of 
ages greatly accentuated that flow. And 
here we beekeepers become the friend of 
the farmer, When the farmer milks his cow, 
he induces a flow of milk into the lacteal 
glands, and that induces the cow to pull 
the grass to make good the loss; so, like- 
wise, when the bees fossick for nectar, 
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a 
they induce a copious flow of the sama 
which induces the roots of the plant m 
the leaf alembies to elaborate an feit: 
supply of saccharine, It is just A et 
aw of demand a 


nary application of the 1 s on 
Dou P neno by the go-slow polic y 
Anent which Mr, Tarlton Rayment, 1 


'* (page 270), falls into a 
He says:—‘For it must 
that the flowers secrete 
inducement to insects 
the fertile 


it Monty in Bees 
strange error. 

he understood 

nectar only as an 
to visit them, and thus carry : 
pollen from flower to flower. In this way 
seeds are made feeund, and the speci 
multiplied. For instance, a newly * rung 

tree will yield honey very heavily in the 
endeavour to have as much, seed as possible 
made fertile in order that the seed may be 
perpetuated,’’ This is surely attributing 
immediate reason to plants. What actually 
ocenrs is that the cooling sap supply from 
the root system being cut off, the over- 
heated sap gets turned into saccharine. 


This is well seen when an apple tree gets 
ring-barked by a hare; it may bear fruit 
for two or three years, and each year 


the fruit is more and more highly coloured, 
Thus also we induce pears to fruit freely— 
not beeause the pear thinks it will no 
longer be able to reproduce its species, 
but because under ordinary circumstances 
it produces such a ready flow of sap that 
the leaf alembies without its curtailment 
cannot transform it into that quantity of 
reserve saccharine matter which we desire, 
and eall pears, Again, at page 246, in 
a rather obscure paragraph, when touching 
on **rung'' trees, he makes the somewhat. 
amazing remark: ** Possibly honey secreted 


under such circumstances is ‘deficient in 
some of the elements necessary for the 


maintenance of bee life, that honey from 
any plant during normal life should be 
detrimental to insects, it is hard to be- 
lieve,’’ &e, The contrary is the case; one 
can well believe that the large family 
of euenlypts in their young and vigorous 
stage may often secrete a nectar dele- 
terious to bees, yet that when ‘rung’? 
that same nectar may become innoenous, 
for the sun’s rays being able to re-work 
and ripen the same in the cells of the 
tree, eliminate in the process the dele 
'erious substance. We see this process 
in our own flora, as in the case of ow 
so-called poisoned honey, attributed to 
Ranunenlus rivularis, and possibly others, 
No doubt in the gathering ‘of that 
honey, as with the eucalypts, a great 
diminution of bees may be observed, and 
the honey brought in may poison those who 
eat it; but if given time in the hives 
to artificially ripen, the delterious sub 
stance is driven off, Very likely, T think 
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this may account for the a 
in New Zealand of the 
times: the bees become «« 
if as thoughtful as Mr, 


1 Bučssej 
1 Plants ; 
producing double flowers, Pants 
*CExulting Nature so delights, 

So riots in profusion, she 

Twice over does her work for glee 
A tangled intricacy first she Weavog 
Under and upper growth of bush and 
In rampant wrestle for ascendancy 


The botany of New Zealand as ; 
is of a most interesting cha teer, 
has run foul of my geological studie 
many points; and these points affect 
the bee industry. From a geological y 
of view, New Zealand is. most interesi 
as being evidently a relie of an ang 
continent, now plunged beneath the d 
of the sea, extending from the Anta 
to South America, and also to No 
Island. A great preponderance of 
plants are identical with those of Ty 
del-Fuego—i.e., our birches (or Fy 
which by the by is often the beekee 
bane on account of its being «oli 
to be attacked by aphides which secret 
large amount of honey dew—Fuclisia 
corticata), pepper-wood, kowhai, 
leaf, veronica, &o. This to a 
points to a land connection at some p 
date. Then came on apparently «s g 
change in our climate with its eoncomiti 
fight for existence amongst things lW 
and gradual change of foliage to meet! 
As the poet, Shelley, beautiful 


same, 

put it— 

‘Those wastes of frozen billows that W 
hurled 

By everlasting snowstorms round t 
Poles, 


25] 
Where matter dared not vegetate o! P 
But ceaseless frost round the vast ` 


tude; 
Bound its broad zone of stillness, ar^! 
loosed, 1 
And fragrant zephyrs there from s 
isles 


Ruffle the placid ocean-deep, that n 
Its broad bright surges to the sl! 


sand, 4 
Whose roar is wakened into echo" 

sweet, hi 
To murmur through the heaven breat 

groves, "| 
And melodise with man's blest ° 


there; 


sorts of immeasurable sand, 


€ 
Boge 0055 Collected fervours scarce al- 


age 


se 


owed ive, a blade of grass to spring, 
yird to 1 I g 


re the shrill chirp of the green 
A on the sultry silentness alone, 
e $ " 

D teem with countless rills and shady 
wW 7 
Fyoods, 
nfiel 
tages. 

s evidently our lanceweod, which in 
young state is such a characteristic 
ture in our bush, having a mid-rib so 
gh that in the early days we used to 
them for boot-laces, in a 


m 


i 


the climate 
adually once more, in the course 
( it could once more revert, so 
p as in its cell-contents it preserved 


is embryologieal structure. The lance- 
ili... is a prolific honey producer, often 
TM the autumn, and is strictly dioetius— 
iM, the plants are either male or female. 
ik ow, this is another interesting fact that 
"E:ooints to the great antiquity of New Zea- 


nd. No other country has so many plants 
ther dioetius, or partly so. Now, being 
ationary is a distinct handicap to plants 
| the race for life, for when they want 
mate they can’t go in search of one, 
it have to trust to the wind or to insects 
bring them that blessing. /Here T may 
y we are up against one of the greatest 


"Nnysteries of the world, which makes it 
att me worth living in—that is, the delibe- 
"Ente bribing by Nature of the higher 
aders to do its requests. Here, for in- 


ance, we see a beautiful red fungus 
Asse collenzoii) protrude its fingers out 
the earth, We stoop to pick it, 
are repelled by its offensive odour. 
he hungry blue-bottle, on the other hand, 
oops, deluded, on its mid-flight in search 
t carrion, sups of the fetid mass, and so 
lfils Nature's desire by carrying its con- 
sined pollen masses to the next. deos ey 
hat peeps expectant out of the neigh kn 
g soil. So with plants of a higher order: 
e find them also holding out bribes fo 
rds, bees, and other insects to do ae 
Phests, Our greatest scientists draw e 
lfeated before these simple facts. à Hrs 
Toféssor Bergeson sagely suys: Tnstin 

5 nearer to God than reason. 

1 strange is human pride; | 

amy Kor AL those living things, 

To whom the fragile blade. o grass 

That springeth jn the morn 

And perisheth ere moan 

Ts an unbounded world; 
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19 
I tell thee th E: 
» at those yj 
a Fon ee 080 Viewless being 
pte mansion 18 the smallest mans, 
Thi lé impassive atmosphere, sis re 
The fee] and live like man; 
TM their affections and antipathi ‘ 
ike his, produce the laws Ces 
Ruling their moral state; ’ 
And the minutest throb ` 
That through their frame 
The slightest, fainte i 
Ts fixed and indispensable 
As the majestic laws 
That rule yon rolling orbs,” 


diffuses 
St motion, 


—Shelley, 
One should have, therefore, 
find New Zealand the home o 
bee, and so it may have been in by:güná 
ages, and probably the species Apis Dor- 
sata, the giant bee, now of India. Put 
the same rigorous climate may have chased 
them away to warmer latitudes, their only 
representatives being now the small soli- 
tary bee that makes its burrows in the 
roadside, When I was a boy many a deli- 
cious feast I have had of honey and bee- 
bread—and mud—by inserting a straw in 
their holes and extricating the sticky mess. 
They, however, can have done little to- 
wards satisfying the natural desires of our 
Dioetius plants, so it is interesting to note 
that birds stepped in to reap the rewards 
so riehly held out to them. (In passing, I 
may mention we have another interesting 
case of this in the weeping willow, another 
dioetius plant, a native of China, so useful 
to us for early spring feed. When the 
Pilgrim Fathers touched at St. Helena on 
their. way out to New Zealand, they 
brought over willow cuttings from 
Napoleon’s tomb; by accident they brought 
only the female plant, so every spring we 
have the widowed willow weeping for its 
mate, and producing thus for us a flow 
of nectar.) Thus in the course of ages 
a race of honey birds was developed, and 
so we have our beautiful songsters, the 
tui and the mako-mako—‘‘ Eaters of honey, 
honey sweet of song.’’ In fact, if you 
look up our early works on bird life, you 
will find the latter described as of two 
varieties—one having a red head and one 
a purple, Closer investigation, however, 
showed our ornithologists that this colour- 
ing was due to the birds, whilst supping 
up the nectar of the flax (Formium Tenax), 
getting their heads dyed red by its pollen, 
nnd whilst feeding on the fuchsia carrying 
away its characteristic purple pollen, For 
our scientific friends are not infallible, 
When I first went in for beekeeping, I was 
greatly puzzled by some purple material 
my bees were throwing out on the alight- 
ing board. T sent some to one of our 


expeeted to 
f the honey 


leading professors, After T had posted it 
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I was reading in the bush, 


mako alighted o 


head in one of its blossoms. In a 


when a mako- 
n a fuehsia, and stuek its 


flash 


came into my mind the thought, That is 
where my purple material comes from.’’ 
I collected some, put it under the micro- 
scope, together with some from the hives; 


they were identical. 


great 
professor, 


he thought, the spore of some kind 


Next mail, to my 


amusement, came a letter from the 
saying it was new to him; was, 


of 


fungus, and he was trying to germinate 


it! 


It is the inconspicuousness of most of 
the native flora that makes us under-rate 


its value. 


The broadleaf, for instance, is 


a prolific honey producer, yet I expect few 
of you have seen its flower, Pitosporum 
eugenoides (or Golden Mapau Tarata of the 
Maoris); forgive the big names, but re- 
member that most of them are Greek or 
Latin names that, to a botanist, contain in 


brief some leading eharaeteristie that 
him to classify them. 
ticata—the fuchsia that sheds its 


helps 


Thus, Fuchsia excor- 


bark; 


and in this instance, ‘‘eugeneoides’’ comes 
from the same root as our word ‘eugenics,’ 
for this is a partially dioetius plant—i.e., 
if you find the pistil well developed, you 


will find the stamens wanting, or 
versa; is most conspicuous, and at 
a great honey producer. 
wood, is another; manuka, many 
keepers tell me, is mueh worked by 
but is strietly overlooked by mine. 
this season I have never seen a bee 
manuka bush; but after a heavy 


vice 
times 


Panax, or oil- 


bee- 
bees, 
Till 
on a 
day’s 


rain, followed by sunshine, I was surprised 
to find them busily at work on them; then 
the hini-hini, or white wood, the kowhai, 
the parsonsias, the passiflora, the supple- 
jacks, the muhlenbeckias, the hoe-hoe, the 
ribbon wood, lyalli, the wild Irishman, 
the Spaniard, all the veronicas, likewise 
Myrtis bullata and Carpodetus serrate, the 


Puta Puta Weta of the Maoris. 


(Note 


how they too named trees by some leading 
characteristic) ‘‘Puta-puta-weta’’—i.e., the 
tree full of wood-devils (erickets" holes )— 


all add their quota in due season. 


The 


rata, too, though often so coy to open her 
lips to the vagrant lover, is not to be 
despised when she does blossom out:— 


** Flowers that with one scarlet gleam 
Cover a hundred leagues, and seem 


To set the hills on fire,’’ 


"Then we have the native brambles (Rubus 
Australis), better known as bush lawyers, 


so painfully known to us all, indeed 
otherwise love the bush. 


, who 


That vile twine of 
Whieh if it toueh you cuts 
Where'er you pass throu 

bush." 


The bidabid also, whose clever b | 
come attachment to ladies’ pati un 
many of you have experience] we 
wandered up our beautiful ted 

The yellow clematis, whose fragra trad 
entices the passing bee to ‘sip, s E 
the native onion too, or the field lily i4 
be a more true and poetic term, the d 
matapo, the currant wood, the senis 4 


Prickleg fine 


, 

and eli 
nos | 
ough brian 
a 


for you I forget the rest) is very pj 
likewise the  pelargonium and the 
geranium each add to the sum total 
makes our business pay. The cabb 
too (Cardelyne) gives a great yield 
second or third year, though ii is 
blamed for thick honey. Our stately 
and totaras too, though giving us 
honey, are valuable for their pollen 
duction. Fortunate individuals like 
Clayton and I no doubt gather 
from the beautiful mountain daisies 
mesias), whole fields of which bv 
mountain sides. 


Lastly, our orchids should not be 
ten, if only to bring before you 
ingenious plans to bribe our friends 
bees to pollinate their species. Take) 
instance, corysanthes, a small spese 
which grows in our woods. Darwit 9 
“This orchid has part of its labellui 
lower lip hollowed out into a great but 
into which drops of almost pure watè 
from two secreting horns whieh | 
above it; and when the bucket is halj 
the water overflows by a spout ou om 
The basal part of the labellum stants} 
the bucket, and is itself hollowed ?!^j 
a sort of chamber with two late? 
trances. The most ingenious mau i 
never have imagined what purpose - | 
parts serve, Crowds of humble bees d 
the flowers of this orchid, not in ?73 
suck nectar, but to gnaw off in. 
within the ehamber above the boc 
doing which they frequently P% g 
other into the bucket, and the! oy 
being thus wetted they eannot u^ | 
but are compelled to crawl out vel 
passage forming the spout, Or "oe 
The passage is narrow, so that pa 
first rubs its back against the SUE 
then on the glands of the pollen 
whose viscid contents cling t0. af 
thus effecting the cross fertilisat!? 


1 


plossom, should they visit another 

and meet with another involuntary 
This no doubt on a minor seale 
" lace with our many and diverse 
ps P. of orchids, In fact, I know of 
jefe trivanees in other 
an wonderful. ’” 


som 


go 


qdies and gentlemen, it seems very 
able that we should be gathered here 
jay, for a former citizen of Christehureh 
credited with having first introduced 
into Sefth anterbury. The story 
3 that, being very much pestered with 
¿bottles and hearing that the house-fly 
sen domestica) drove it away, he went 
to Christchurch to procure some, return- 
z with a bottle full. This was in the 
aching days. Arriving at Ashburton, 
ere twenty minues were allowed for 
ph, he sat down to enjoy some. With 
usual kindheartedmess, he suddenly re- 
mbered his flies; they, too, must have 
me lunch, but with his usual impulsive- 
s, instead of putting the lunch in the 
le, he let the flies on to the window- 
es to forage for themselves. Then 
ne the cry, ** All aboard, please!’’ and 
certain excited gentleman might have 
en seen frantically endeavouring to re- 
iptue his flies! However, I believe he 
eutually managed to capture some, and 
Hortunately they were of mixed sexes. 
* was also responsible wor the introduc- 
n into his district of the Italian bee, 
Wut which a good story is told. He en- 
üred of an apiarist what Italian bees 
i being told one guinea, he ordered a 
cn to be sent to him; and, expecting it 
"ome as in the olden days, he sent 
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in Min d à gu aa the early pioneers 

limes or basswood. t plant -out more 
£ 4 S, Instea 

of Pinus insignis; but T e pues 


they would hay 


and of plenty 


€ nurse of all we know, 
the mother of all we feel, 
E of death is a fearful 


'Pò a brain unenco 
of steel; 

When all that we k 

Shall pass like a 


‘‘The secret thin 
Where all b 
be, 
Though the fine-wrought eye and the 
wondrous ear 
No longer will live to hear and see; 


mpassed with nerves 
now or feel or see, 
n unreal mystery,’’ 


gs of the grave are there, 
ut this frame must surely 


All that is great and all that is strange 
In the boundless realm of unending 
change. 


** Who telleth a tale of unspeaking death? 
Who lifteth the veil of what is to 


come? 
Who painteth the shadows that are be- 

neath, 
The wide winding eaves of the peopled 

tomb? 


Or uniteth the hopes of what shall be 
With the fears and the love for that 
which we see?’’ 


After a brief discussion Mr, Barker was 
accorded a very hearty vote of thanks. 


"n his wool dray for it. On its arrival 
; he had all the family rigged out in 
Hs and pilow-eases to see the new bees 
ve, ‘(Where are they??? says Mr. 
PP, looking into his empty dray. ‘‘ Here, 
" quoth the carter, produeing with a 
n the queen from his pocket. 


Many are the kind acts Mr. Tripp has 
ne in this neighbourhood. I remember 
Had nof been many days established in 
home when up trotted his waggonette 
ded up with’ nut trees, elms, &e., which 
lanted al] about in my bush, and which 
e since been a great stand-by to my 


5, especially the former, m pruga 
, dioeti uts do not depend 
^£ partly dioetius, n but on the 


fertilisation, 


ees for their ve not troubled to 


"d, and therefore ha oubled 
frete MM as a bribe; yet their Pag 
Sduce an immense amount M polen. in 
icipation of the spring winds lowing 
wonspicuous red owers or 
otherwise will not develop 


DISCHARGED SOLDIERS AND BEE- 
KEEPING, 

Mr. E, W. Sage spoke with reference 
to statements in a newspaper paragraph, 
widely quoted, to the effect that on the 
West Coast of the South Island, between 
Reefton and the Waihao Glacier, bee- 
keepers could make £8 per week, He said 
that from what he heard, the district re- 
ferred to was infested with foul-brood, 
and he thought it very unfair that anyone 
should make such statements as those 
quoted, A picture had been painted that 
he did not think would be ever realised. 
During the past two years between seventy 
and eighty beekeeping cadets had received 
instruction at Ruakura, and to these men 
the statements referred to would appeal as 
very encouraging: so it was, if it could 
be realised, His objeetion to the state- 
ments quoted was not with the idea of 
condemning the cadet system: he objected 
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au 


z were hardly 
to the statements because they gt Sue ing 
a fair pieture, and were not vain m. 
to bring before endets and ve 

g b 
diers. , 
sages remarks, 
Mr. Bray endorsed Mr. Sage’s re " de 
: it was not fair to advise 


and said it in a district full of 


to start beekeeping 
fonl-brood, 

Mr. E. G. Ward saig that he, had 
years’ experience, and his advice m 
Don't expeet that you are going jo onde 
plain sailing all along the line, beenus 
you won 't get it, 


Mr. J. Murdoch said that he had been 
invited by the Editor to express his pal 
on the statements quoted by My. Sage, ant 
he had done so, Two seasons ago he got 
19814 lbs. of honey per colony; from a 
very few hives, he thought 26. He wis 
not a commercial beekeeper, but if a man 
could average 200 Ibs. of honey per colony 
he wonld not do so badly. He was pleased 
that the matter had been brought up, and 
if anvone was to blame for the statements 
quoted by Mr, Sage, he (Mr. Murdoch) 
was, and he was prepared to take any 
censure that Conference might like to pass 
on him, 


ten 
was: 


Mx, Sage said he was pleased to have 
had the opportunity of hearing Mr, Mur- 
doch's explanation. The fact that Mr. 
Murdoeh had been able to get something 
like 200 Ibs. per hive was no criterion. He 
did not think that the paragraph quoted 
represented the true position as relating to 
the whole Dominion, or to either the South 
or North Island. 


The discussion then dropped, and Con- 
ference adjourned. 


In the evening a melter demonstration 
was given by Mr. C. J. Clayton, whose 
. machine did very excellent work, both with 
the eappings and with solid combs eut out 
of the frames, The separator ig very in- 
genious and effective. è 


Mr, Clayton was given a very hearty 
ote of thanks for the trouble he had taken 


© give interest to the proceedings of the 
Conference, 


Mr. G. Simpson gave a demonstration 
of his disposal of eappings by pressure, the 
honey being removed from tke eappings by 
being placed in a very strong press similar 
to a wax-press, but much heavier. The 


cappings come out in a id 
1 1 solid lump : 
Practically dry, men 


Mr Simpson. 5 remarks were Wet 

i . L ks 'e followed 
with great interes the thanks d e 
sae i: t, and th hanks of th 


rs Were expressed to him. 


Mr. J. Rentoul gave his system * 
control, and as the members Wishe Swi 
permanent record, he was askeq 
the system in writing for the Journal, fl 
Mr, Rentoul promised to do, - Ty 

Mr, A. R. Bates gave a system a 
tering bees now being practised in 1 


Dr 
aq fo, 
T 
to 


» brig 


six frames by the use of a division, 
They are kept in this state until the sprig $ 
when they are fed with bout jj in 


of sugar syrup. This treatment rotg 
heavy brood rearing in the early sprin 
which in Taranaki is undesirable, aş y 
clover flow does not come on until at 
Christmas. 

My. Bates made it clear that he wag 
advoeating this system for the whole 
New Zealand, but simply putting forth 
information for the general interest, 

Mr. W. B. Bray gave an instructive 
dress on the use of escape beards, and f 
successful use of them on hives with 
queen exeluders, 


The meeting adjourned at 10 p.m, 


EM C ur 


SECOND DAY—THURSDAY, 10th 


The Conference resumed on Thurs 
10th June, at 10 a.m. 


lar 


APTARY BOUNDARIES. 

A paper on ‘Apiary Boundaries] 
Mr. R. H, Nelson, was read by Mri 
Ireland, who apologised for Mr. Nelsot 
absence, due to his apiary ‘having be 
destroyed by fire. The paper was as M 
lows :—- ] 


At the last Conference the consensus? 
opinion amongst beekeepers present W 
that something in the way of apiary 3 
control should be tackled by the Nation 
otherwise Mr, Ireland's motion wl 
never have been carried. Minutes ot M 
vious Conference will show that this 
correct, 

I had heard it stated often by W 
keepers that an apiarist had a moral rig 
to his location, bee flight taken as % 
mile and a-half round his apiary. TO% 
tain the opinions of beekeepers on Ù 
important subject, T determined fo (^ 
larise the most prominent beekeepers © 
world over, 

[Cireular.] 

*fBir,—Would you kindly give me Y" 
opinion on the following questions:— 
1, Has an apiarist, who is running 3 "5 

mercial apiary, a moral right t° 
loeation—that is, bee flight take" 
1% miles from said apiary? 
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"ha ion think it amoa right for any 
1 | rier commercial apiarist to dump an 
to d -— withim three miles, two miles, 
al, A “one mile from an established 
m apiary k i) 
le: y D you ebjeet to Haying; your opinion— 
ph (a) Published in the N.Z. Beekeepers’? 
Orii Journal; or (b) Quoted from the publie 
WU latform at Beekeepers’ Conference? 
Doa ^ this subject is rapidly becoming of vital 
i Drin portance to the beekeepers of New Zea- 
* illis Tam asking as a favour the opinion 
"an the most prominent beekeepers all over 
Prin world. 
M The people chosen were, I should imagine, 
"ES representative bee farmers of their re. 
n active ge and their opinions were 
od pu y r ü prec value:—United 
" iles The A, T. toot /0.; Dadant & Sons, 
] id Dr. Miller, of Marengo; Canada, Mr 
B. Byer, of Markham, Ontario; Mr, Hol- 
ve qii man ; England, Mr. Herrod Hempsall; 
ud ustra lia, Major Shallard; New Zealand, 
itha. James Allan and Mr. T. Hopkins. As 
p answers to these, questions are here 
id can be read, T need not quote them, 
r Miller was very ill at thc time my 
ireular reached Marengo, hence his silence, 
UNE Rr. Isaac Hopkins has not answered at all, 
slay, Mr. J. Allan, President of the National, 
the only one who answers the first ques- 
0n in the negative. The second question 
bn will see he has side-stepped. Mr. Allan 
' Wells us in his reply that he has been bee- 
n een? for 36 years, &e. The Dadants 
ori ve heon beekeeping for three generations, 
belii they have no difficulty in answering. 
iere is a manly ring in Mr. Byers’ reply 
hich is foreign to the puerile arguments 
ca the bee pirate. T quote him:—‘‘Self- 


‘pect and self-interest prevent us from 
Me So, Lack of the first qualification 
ould prevent me from looking my neigh- 
mr beekeeper straight in the face.’’ 


Mr, President and gentlemen, it was with 


MEE keen sense of responsibility and a desire 

do well, to frame some measure that 
DEO control the unserupulous person and 
y ive even-handed justice and right to every 
2 le-farmer in New Zealand, that was the 
"reme desire of your Committee when 


ley met in Wellington. 

e, since the publieation of 
T : rere then drafted 
We six elauses that were 4 , 
lave, instead of receiving eonstruetive and 
liendly criticism, been subjected’ to a 
host idiotie ravings that it has ever been 
ly bad luck to read. It really matters 


ether the Baines’ or any 
Ele to anyones yut on the Statute Book 


Your Committe 


Baines’ two el 
Mr. T. W. Kirk 
will explain w 


Mr, President 
that it won] : 
least one of 
the Exeentiv 
explained to 
what those si 
could not be 
the Beekeeper 
tion after the 


auses do not, 
will be 
hy bette 


I As no | 
present, he 
r than T e 


loubr 
no doubt 
an here, 


may 


I su " 
d have been Seest to 


advisable a 

thes Committee tha 
© meeting in Wellington and 
you and the Executive just 
X clauses meant. Tt evidently 
done through the columns of 
Mid ea It was my inten- 
ies “Xecutive meeting to explai 

er age lences in the Baines’ iwi dM 
when. | found that Mr. Baines refused me 
publication; and he tells Mr, Secale p 
l'e Awamutn (Journal April Ist j: cdi 

matter is still open," i id 


you 


r 

l'he longest way round see 
shortest way home he 
mittee. had attende 


ms to be the 
re, If one of your Com- 
! ^ | the Executive meet- 
ing, or the Journal been open for a free 
| nd open diseussion of the whole position, 
it may have saved some time and bother at 
this Conference, 


Mr, President and gentlemen, from cor- 
respondence that I have received since this 
discussion was commenced in the Journal, 
I am convinced more than ever that legis- 
lation is necessary in New Zealand to con- 
trol apiary sites. Foul-brood is the bogey 
or herring just at present. What does 
this read like? 


Re foul-brood, a beekeeper, not 1,000 
miles from Christehureh, approaehed me. 
“I hear you have had some people dump- 
ing bees close to you, Bob. Is that so? T 
answered that it was so upon two occasions, 
“Wel, I'd have fixed them,” said he. 
**T'd have given them a dose of foul-brood; 
;that would have settled them.’’ And he 
meant it.. He seemed to reason it out 
thus:—-If this fellow is going to put me 
out of this location, I am justified in tak- 
ing whatever measures I think fit to put 
him out also. Just so, and some of our 
prominent members say that we don't re- 
quire legislation to control people who 
evidently cannot see straight. 


1 


Now, as your Committee have done their 
duty to the National to the best of their 
ability, and their efforts have been re- 
ceived by the heads of this Association 
with contempt and scorn, T can go no fur- 
ther, for the present, at anyrate, 


In eonelusion, I would take off my hat 
to Mr, T. W. Kirk, a gentleman in the 
fullest sense of the term, whose unfailing 


Li M re 
if hz rapt arid clauses cover the ground 
i Ong BE N T venture to state that the 


courtesy to all has been a wonder to us. 
R. H, NELSON, 


KEEPERS’ 


Mr, Allan’s Reply. 


«T have your questions. I have DX. 
peekeeper for 26 years, and Lae og 
the high position of President ue : uy 
tional, buf you have got mo E NICE 
answer shortly to the first, L would say, o 
lurope where there are 


here are places in E ) 
1.000 colonies per square mile, (E es 
vend that this is so in parts of Holland.) 


Now, your radius of one mile and a-half 
might easily in some districts support po 
than 1,000 colonies, and you might paly 
wish to keep ten colonies. Would you re- 
fuse to let others who held the freehold 
of perhaps more than half of it keep bees 
also? The thing is monstrous. With re- 
gard to your second question, you would 
require to give more particulars as to dis- 
trict before I could answer. As I have 
all along said, T do not like monopoly in 
beekeeping, so much so that 1 would prefer 
to sit very tight on the man with out- 
My opinions are well known, 


apiaries. vell J 
them as you like. 


but you can use 
A. J, Root Company's Reply, 

‘We have received a carbon copy of 
your letter of August, 1919, asking certain 
questions on the matter of one beekeeper 
locating an apiary near the bees belonging 
to another. As you evidently have copies 
of your questions, we are answering them 
by numbers. 


No, 1.—If an apiarist has been in the 
eld for a year or more, or before anyone 
ise discovered it, he has a moral but not 
legal right in this country to a loeation 
ithin à mile and a-half to two miles of 

his apiary. The range of bee flights vary 
in different localities. On level land, where 
the ground is covered with shrubbery or 
trees, bees will not fly as far as they will 
upon nake l land, or upon high ground where 
bees can fly across a valley or a body of 
water. In such cases they will go some- 
times three or five miles, but on level 
land they will rarely go beyond a mile 
and a-half, providing it is covered with 
trees or shrubbery, 


No. 2,—'T'wo miles would be safer, and 
hree miles better yet, One mile would be 
altogether too close, Ordinarily we should 
say that other bee-yards should not be 
located closer than three miles. This would 
give a range for the bees of both yards of 
a mile an4 a-half, ; 


No, 3.—Yon are at liberty to use our 
opinion in any way you see fit," 
Mr, Byer's Reply. 


''Your letter to hand this am, Your 
queries re the moral right of a commercial 
beekeeper to his location (acquired by 


ASSOCIATION OF NJ, 


— 


priority rights, 1 presume È 
to my mind some problems (lai LT 
cult to solve. We are comme are i 
keepers, [ suppose, a8 we depend rein " 
together on the bees for our Jiyi alin 

we have bees in out-yards in fo 
counties in Ontario, naturally 
what it means to have others pla Hi 
near our yards. As to our Jot lh 
this phase of the question, [ sou 
say we would not think of placing 

near an established apiary—selt s, 
and self-interest prevent us from so h. 
Lack of the first qualification Would 
vent me looking my neighbour beeka 
straight in the face; and secondly pas k 
would suffer as well, as overstocking me 
less returns from capital invested in | 
But some intricate questions come y 
this line of ** moral rights?" that | cong 
are hard for me to solve, For instanc 
| establish an apiary in a locality wh 
there are few or no other bees, A fan 
who has lived there and owned Jani 
that place for many years gets a ej 
or two. He becomes more interested 
bees (possibly from seeing results we 
getting), and he gradually increases 
knowledge of bees, and his colonics as 
till finally he has a large apiary, and 
location is overstocked, This is not fi 
as it has happened more than onee. 
farmer was there long before my bees 1 


, 
ür dift, 
We 


there, Have T a moral right to say 
should not have inereased his bees on 
own holding of land, while I have N 
renting a plot only large enough to awt 
modate our bees? But in so far as! 
principles of the questions are concert 
speaking in a general way as betwé 
commercial beekeepers, there ean be ot 
one answer, and from what I have saidi 
the question you can easily see how 
would answer it. 


You are at liberty to use what 1 
said in any way you may see fit, and 1 
desired to further amplify any statem? 
I have made, T would simply say tl! ! 
Golden Rule is a mighty fine thing for 
mercial beekeepers to follow in their ^ 
ings one with another: it will prevent on 
stocking, bad feeling, and a host of ^! 
ills incidental to humans better than 1 
other thing I can think of—verily ^ " 
versal panacea, 


While we are busily getting 0U M 
ready for a severe winter—we always © 
a severe winter here—you, on the eom 
I suppose, are getting ready for ? 
of honey: quite a contrast. 


] t 
With fraternal greetings from one on 


other side of the earth," 


REPORT OF CO 


Herrod Hempsall’s Reply. 
‘qerrod Hempsall (British Bee 
as follows:—*‘ Question 
flight two miles from 


QA s 


No 


answers 
yes, bee 
9 No. 3 


Major Shallard’s Reply. 


. ghallard, N.S.W., Australia, re. 
8" gollows:— ‘No. 1. Absolute moral 


all old beemen. At the same 
"ates must be fully stocked, 
has any right to trespass upon 

should not go closer than 


2. 
beeman 
"n and 
Mr, €. P. Dadant's Reply. 
Mr. €. P. Dadant (American Bee Jour- 
) replies: ‘Question No. 1. I believe 
has. 2. Not short of three miles, unless 
p apiary is small and does not cover the 
jā. 3. Not the least objection. ?’ 


D 
The diseussion, in its early stages, dealt 


start keeping bees, despite the fact that 
apiary existed within a mile and a-half, 
The President, who upheld the land- 
wner's moral right, referred to the Eden- 
le district, where, originally, the land 
as sour. The farmers limed the land, 
ith the result that it grew clover the like 
f which was not grown elsewhere in the 
ominion, In Holland he was told that 
imilar eountry eould carry 1,000 hives to 
he square mile. A 

Mr, Ireland said that he could not under- 
tand why the President held divergent 
jiews from those expressed by the prin- 
ipal beekeepers of the world. 


ith the moral right of the owner of land), 


NFERENCE, 1920, 


Mr. P. Martin 


which was paresis Seconded the motion, 


0, 

‘et bes subriitted the follow- 
i | Trom the Executiv 

ject of apiary bouidision. s arii 

** We as an Exeeutiv 

solution of this d 

ward by Mr, 


f agree that the 
iffieulty as put for- 
F. C. Baines in the 


National Beekeepers’ iati 
Keepers’ Association 
Journal for December 19 i 
et; 1 8 
irit 9, is the 


Yet given, and we suggest th 
the National Association 24 Confer. 
ence assembled should pass resolu- 
tions to have these elauses embodied 
in the Apiaries Act:— 


*fClause 1.— The owner of ten hives or 
more ean become a lieensed commer- 
cial apiarist within the meaning of 
the Act if he so desires, ou payment 
of 2/6 per annum, 7 


‘‘Clause 2.—No person shall be allowed 
to start or establish an apiary on 
any land other than his own resi- 
dential property, either leasehold or 
freehold, without the consent of the 
Apiaries Division of the Department 
of Agriculture.” 


He explained that these clauses were only 
rough drafts; if agreed to, they would be 
properly drafted to give effect to the prin- 
ciples they embodied. E 

Mr. Baines said that, as they knew, he 
had been against legislation all along. 
Considering every phase of the question, it 
seemed impossible to solve it that way. He 
recognised, however, that it was ‘‘jolly 
hard luck’? for a man who had established 
an apiary to, have another start in his 
vicinity. He Yéad an article on the subject 


Mr. L. Irwin said that though his Branch 
as in favour of Mr. Baines’ proposals, 
* himself had a great deal of sympathy 
"ith Mr, Nelson; but the Nelson party had 
een unfortunate in its advocates. 
thought that legislation might be passed 
to prevent ** dumping." á 

Mr, Sage was of opinion that the owner 
of an enin biishad kepar had no right to 
Dbjeet to a newcomer starting an apiary 
h the same distriet. 


Mr, Ward, quoting an opi 
by Mr, Byer in a letter o 
thought that the application 0 

ule would solve the proble 
hot think that legislation wou 
good, 

Mr. Bray, to test the 
ference, moved: ‘‘That 


fo the next businessJ/ , u 
the matter under diseussion w. 


of solution by legislation. 


nion expresse 
n the subject, 
f the Golden 
m. He did 
id do much 


feeling of the Con- 
Conference proceed 

He thought that 
impossible 


under discussion from the December (1919) 
issue of the Journah 


Mr. Ireland said he had no objection 
to Clause 1. Under Clause ? he would be 
prevented from keeping bees, as he did 
not reside on his apiary site, 


It was explained that the clause would 
not be retrospeetive in its operation, 


Mr. Bray moved: ‘‘That Conference 
proeeed to the next business." He said 
that there was plenty of room for every- 
body in the country, and there were many 
untapped sourees of honey. 

Mr. Irwin seconded the motion. 

Mr. E. Simpson moved: ‘*That the 
Apiaries Act be amended by  ineluding 
Clauses 1 and 2 as above."' 

Mr. Ireland. seconded, 

Mr, Bray's motión was negatived on a 
show of hands, 
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Mr. Simpson's motion was agreed to. 


The President said that Mr. Campbell 
informed him that if the Department ap- 
proved of the clauses when they were 
submitted, they would be drafted so as to 
give effeet to the intentions of Conference. 


By acelamation a vote of thanks was 
accorded the Committee which had served 
on the question of apiary boundaries. 


A vote of sympathy was aecorded Mr 
Nelson in respect to the destruction of his 
apiary. 

Mx, Ireland briefly acknowledged the 
vote of thanks to the Committee. 


PREVALENCE OF FOUL-BROOD. 


Mr. R. W. Brickell brought up the ques- 
tion of the control of foul-brood and the 
proper administration of the Act, and 
stated that a self-appointed Committee had 
gone into the matter, and would submit a 
resolution on the subject. With permission 
he called upon delegates from different 
parts of the Dominion to give their ex- 
periences regarding foul-brood. 

Mr, L. Irwin said that foul-brood was 
still to be found in every corner of South- 
land; he did not know a commereial bee- 
keeper who did ngt have foul-brood close 
io him. 


Mr Watt (Mataura) said the disease was 
in his distriet to a good extent. 


Mr. J. Murdoch said that the southern 
part of Westland was pretty free; the 
northern part was still bad in parts. 


Mr. A, H, Davies (Hamilton) said that 
he had been a local inspector. Foul-brood 
was to be found all round the Waikato. 


Mr. Simpson (South Canterbury) said 
that he was also a local inspeetor. When 
he first went to the district the disease 
was rampant in every hive in the district; 
it was still very bad. 


Mr. Johnston 
had the disease 


(Rangiora) said that he 
in his district, 


Mr. Bray said that some parts of Banks 
Peninsula were clean; other parts required 
cleaning up. 

Mr, A, R, Bates (Kaponga) said that 
his district was getting cleaned up to a 
great extent, The disease was not nearly 
so bad as it had been, 


Mr, Shepherd (Hastings) said that foul. 
brood was very, very bad, and had always 
been bad, He emphasised the mecessity 
for the inspector’s first visit being followed 
up. 


Mr, Martin (Nelson) said th 
was in existence in the Motuete fo 

Mr. Goodman (Otago) 3 dig 
years ago when Mr, Earp "ei 
the distriet, it was almost Se thro, 
find a clean colony; there wae sible 
tively none now. S COM iag 


Mr, Ireland (Ellesmere) sają 
the past five years his apiar 
entirely free from the diseas 
applied to his neighbours, 


that duri 
Y had D 
€; the 


At a later stage in the proceedin 
Briekell moved, Mr. Clark seconde] d 
it was unanimously agreed— a 


“At a largely attended Conifereng 
beekeepers of the Dominion, 3 
sentative men stated in no unce j 
terms that, of their own knowlg 
and personal experience, the Api 
Act as at present administereg 
not accomplished the primary ohi 
for which it was placed upong 
Statute Book. It is certain $j 
foul-brood—the scourge which » 
the beekeeping industry thoug 
of pounds in an attempt to com 
it—is rapidly on the increase, 
in a large measure to unilerstaf 
of the Department which has tog 
minister the Aet. The annual le 
in capital and production due toi 
ravages of the disease rwis i 
many thousands of pounds, 
Conference submits that in view 
the necessity for increased prodi 
tion, the loss mentioned is 
national one, and all 8 
means must be taken immediat 
to stop the loss. We submit—ui 
more, we demand as a ri t 
all the provisions of the Api 
shall be immediately put i 
that a Chief Apiaries Instructor 
appointed, whose duties shall be 
see that the Aet is earried out. T 
a sufficient number of field olli 
shall be appointed to assist him 
carrying out his duties; that the * 
duties of these field officers shal 
the elimination of disease W j 
district to which they are appoint 
That a copy of the foregoing s 
ment and resolution be place? 
deputation, consisting of the r 
dent, Secretary, and others, be d 
the Hon. the Prime Ministe i 
that a copy with a covering " 
be sent to every member of 
ment, 


, fom 


Pa rli 


N able $ 
Shonld the Government be wnt ine 
grant the requests herein cont 


the National Executive W" 


0 


p 
Board of Directors of the H,P.A. are 
hereby appointed a Committee to 
take such steps as may be necessary 
to have the Apiaries Division of the 
Horticultural Department created a 
separate division under itg own 
Director.’ 


GRADING REGULATIONS, 


L| 

Mr C, F. Ryland brought up the report 
tthe Committee to which matters relating 
p grading were referred, He stated that 
p matter was discussed in conference 
ith Mr. Campbell and the three Govern- 
ent honey graders, and it wag realised by 
] that some alterations or additions were 
aquired to the system of grading to enable 
to become a little more elastie to meet 
he continually changing conditions by 
porld-wide commerce. Other than that 
g very drastie was necessary, They 
ame to the conclusion that the grading 
fi honey and inspection for foul-brooa 
rere equally neéessary, and equally essen- 
al for the development of the honey jn- 
astry of the Dominion, It was important 
hat grading should be done promptly, and 
that inspection for foul-brcod should be 
lone all the while. It was recommended 
hat ‘‘water-white’’ should be added to 
he grading classes, and the Department 
Je asked to adjust the regulations accord- 
nelv: that with regard to coping with 
oulbrood, further inspectors should be 
provided by the Department for inspeetion 
"poses: that graders’ duties be adjusted 
‘enable all honey received to be graded 
Promptly after receipt at grading stores. 
Mr, Campbell said that the Committee 
lad a very useful discussion, covering much 
hat the recommendations did not fully 
The sum total of the whole busi- 


f removing any anomalies that might e 
? connection with the work being ca je: 
n, and of placing matters on a satisfac- 
ory basis in the interests of the MUN 
The Department was quite willing. so ong 
fs the industry was safeguarded, to set 
ny proposal so long as if did not lo 


the standards built up in the past.— 
Applau ) 
ó resident, seconded 
k | i f the President, 
by Me ee the report was naopkad 
and Pi vote of thanks was arcorded the 
Committee. 
USE OF EXCLUDERS, 


ened a discussion regarding 


Mr, Baines opon the apiary by reading 
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A NUIS ANCE ASSET OR 


who took 


December, 1916, wil the Journal in 


remember 


à [ ( even tons of honey 
colonies, In that article he td 


x Soc queen exeluders 
are used; and as I run the whole season. 


with three or four Swarms, and some. sea. 
Sons none at all, the man who says they 
encourage swarming does not know what 
he is talking about,” ; 


As Mr, Lenz, with whom T first gained 
experience in beekeeping, and who at that 
time was the largest and most successful 
beekeeper in the country, could not work 
his bees successfully with them, and my 
one and only attempt with their use was 
a miserable failure, I felt this statement 
was rather a sweeping one, and wrote the 
Journal on my experiences, 

Mr. Gibb replied fully, giving his metho: 
of working, and after summing up said:— 
**No, the trouble is that you northern 
men's education in the use of excluders 
has been sadly neglected.” 


At the time that was written, I thought 
we could very well neglect the tuition; but 
at this time I am inclined to think there 
was a great deal of truth in it. 


Although I did not make a successful 
use of queen excluders, I always felt, when 
taking off honey, how very much nicer it 


would be if the supers contained combs 


of honey only, instead of having brood 
scattered about them, often into the second 
and sometimes the third super; and know- 
ing that others were enjoying this boon by 
the use of exeluders, I set about educating 
myself to their use by putting them on 
a ‘few hives three seasons ago. That hap- 


pened to be a very peculiar season, ss 
there was very little honey about, but 
the condition of the hives with the ex 
eluders on indicated that it was easily 


possible to use them to advantage proi ided 
one was careful to judge when the hive 
was ready for the division by the excluder, 
Last vear I again used them successfully 
on about twenty-five hives, but the epi- 
demie coming along just at the busiest 
time in the apiary, I was not able to give 
the necessary attention, and the results 
were not so good as they would otherwise 
have been, 

During the season just ended, 1 used ex- 
cluders on every hive, and although it was 


fechnical work 
4 paper on 


not a good season, as we did not have the 
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ee eee ee ee a 1 

rain in four months, | with the hive tool and the dob 


equivalent to 12 hours 


is a|use the screen wire e 8 do, 
need n exeluder 18 Scape-h Ue, 
E convinced the quee m on 
I am bie ble asset. It would perhaps be out of the screens used fo, Pis d, M 
ng operar od h outline of my |live bee-hives. DS pop. 


of interest to give a roug 
work last year. When the extracting wag e 
made an examination of the d rg 
bers, and found in every case 000-0 


a t . 
of the eombs being blocked wa ini 


My first inspection was during the i 
week in August, when I found the bees 
had wintered w8ll. Colonies showing poor 


å £ ' d| there was evidence that na hoy 
queens were marked and re queened, an Practica), | 
cy nee the weaker from the stronger,| whole of the combs had been js ly i 


x : of October they were all brood-rearing only, and there vs Se § 
$ me nu ud condition, with a fair|little honey in them to winter a 
flow of honey coming in. lunless we had an autumn flow, Ow 

,| suppose, to the dryness of the season M 

On 24th October I clipped the queens"| was practically no honey at all this à 
wings, and worked the hives on the De | and it was necessary to retain orn L 
maree plan by placing three frames of| combs of honey contained in = 


brood and queen in the brood-chamber, 
filling up with empty combs, placing on ex- 
cluder, then super of empty combs, and on 
top of these the combs taken from the brood 
chamber, I do not think it advisable to 
place the queen below with only one frame 
of brood. I have found in some cases 
the bees have neglected the old queen 
and put all their energies in the upper 
super raising queen cells. 


From this manipulation till I had ex- 
tracted in February I did not once again 
look into the brood chamber; neither did 
I have one swarm the whole season. 


Now. the chief advantage in using ex- 
cluders is when you come to extracting 
time, and can thus use escape-boards, with 
a surety that your supers will be cleared 
of bees, I am inclined to think that this 
advantage alone is worth taking whatever 
risk there is in using exeluders, I have 24 
escape-boards, and to put these on over- 
night entails about three-quarters of an 
hour's work, The convenience next morn- 
ing of just removing the cover and placing 
the super of honey on your barrow is 
very great indeed; apart from the saving 
of time, there are the great advantages 

f the bees all out of the way, and no 

moke mecessary, thereby eliminating the 

chance of tainted cappings; the absence 
of the possibility of killing or at least 
injuring the queen; and the very great 


comfort of having practically no bees in 
the extracting room. 


: I reckon it used to take me at least 
five minutes at every hive under the old 
system, and one was busy with the smoke 
and brush the whole time; and even so 
a great number of bees were still on the 
combs, a certain number were crushed or 
daubed with honey, and each frame had 
to be treated separately, entailing a great 
deal of labour and lifting. Now, a lift 


supers for feeding., Therefore, T am by 
to say that my experience this year į 
accordance with the statements maj, 
those who have championed the us 
exeluders—that the use of them does 
mean honey-bloeked brood-chambers, 


\ There are many experienced beeleg 
who do not look kindly on the general 
of this much-diseussed appliance, but ¢ 
they will admit the great utility of ü 
for raising queen-cells, as the best poss 
results are obtained when a set of g 
are placed above a strong colony. 


You will judge from my remarks tb 
do not pose as an experienced user of! 
appliance, but have read this paper 
to open the diseussion. There are Mes 
Rentoul, Ward, and others who have ^ 
using this appliance for years, and IN 
my few comments will prompt them to 8 
us all the benefit of their experience. 


My opinion to-day is that queen 4 


| cluders are a great asset to the beckeqfi 


An interesting discussion followed, 
majority of the speakers testifying t? 
usefulness of exeluders, Mr. RentouU^ 
instance, saying: ‘‘If I could not "* 
cluders, I would give up the business 
gether.'" Messrs. Ward, Clayton, * 4 
sen, and others spoke to similar effet 


Mr, Sage said that he had used the 
cluder, but eventually found that he ' 
do much better without it. When * 
keeper got into business in a big W^" 
exeluder was just one thing mo" 
handle, and the sooner he got rid of! 
hetter. 


yl 
Mr. Bray said that he managed ! 
well without it. 
" sod 
A hearty vote of thanks was ace? 
Mr, Baines, 


" PRODUCTION INDUSTRY. 
"Y= 


7, Rentoul read the following paper: 
ap. l 


oNEY PRODUCTION INDUSTRY, 


shortly to make a few remarks 
production industry, prin- 


pu 
ish 
honey 


the to compare the treatment meted 
! ally it by the Government as compared 
IW i 4v other industries are treated, 


the way 
ey yon representatives of the Gov- 
pey and heads of the Department visit 
MY nference, and quote figures showing 
s of the industry, and pass com- 


g progress 
MB ry remarks generallv on the sub- 


s; but that the industry progresses is 
Wrelv due to those engaged therein. Not 
jy is the industry not nursed and pam- 
wd as some of the other producing in- 
sies are, but in some respects it is 


The figures that I will quote 


v form of production that is not as 
ed by concessions, but is, on the other 
nd, as I have said, hampered by ex- 
sive charges, not to mention neglect; 
i why this should be so is diffieult to 


"derstand. The industry of heney produc- 
™ Bion performs a dual benefit, and should 
a eally rank as of considerable importance. 
3 


produces a valuable food product that 
otherwise going to waste—a product 
t can and should to a considerable 
gree replace sugar, which must be im- 
rtel. And in this connection it would 
ly be reasonable to expect that the 
bvernment would assist in popularising 
e use of honey. It is the ideal sweet 
T children, and its use in confectionery, 
instance, in the place of such stuff as 
ose would be a decided benefit to the 
th of the rising generation, 
Besides producing a valuable food pro- 
Irt. the industry is directly beneficial in 
Iproving the pastures of the country. The 
"ilisation of clover is an important 
iter in general farming, both improving 
pastures and at the same time benefit- 
the soil, So much is this the ease 
^t the more intelligent among the far- 
ers not only welcome the establishment 
àpiaries in their neighbourhood, but we 
le caseg will assist the beekeeper by 
Ying part of the cost. 
I think it will be admitted that the 
“dustry h exceptional claims for, at 
à ] pal i for some of 
ast, fair treatment, if not TRES 
hose, concessions which | have pos 2 ye : 
Bled to other dure 1 indeed, pi^ 
Ages of their existence, anc, p^ 
till extended to them. dors 

x à tter of railway 
Let me first take the a material used 
tes applying to honey 
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will show you that it is thel 


in beekeeping, 
rates charged : 
materia], T will quc o t 
parative purposes for 
leave out the 10% 
charged 26/6 as 
11/9, grain 9/8, 


and compare them with the 


produee and 
the rate for com- 
100 miles, and will 
and 10%. Honey is 
e butter 14/6, fruit 
oney à ; 
space than butter, and nae ws E 
brite per pound. A case of fruit can be 
sent anywhere on the rail for Sd. Cases in 
shooks for fruit-growers, free; ‘for foies 
producers, £1 12s, 1d. Bees are charged at 
the highest rate—viz., Class A, 49/4. This 
1s an important matter, as it practically 
bars a beekeeper when the season is 2 
failure in his own loeality of taking ad- 
vantage of a good season in another 
loeality—a thing that could be frequently 
done in New Zealand. = 

These rates are obviously unfair to us, 
and although representations have been 
made time and again, both to the Manager 
of Railways and to the Minister, nothing 
has been done to reetify the matter. Com- 
pare this with the treatment received by 
the dairying people. For example, milk 
or cream is carried at 144d, per gallon 
per 100 miles. This is a bulky product in 
heavy cans, the weight of which is not 
included in the charge. It is carried in 
the vans of passenger trains. I noticed a 
paragraph in the Lyttelton; Times the other 
day, so I brought it with me. It reads:— 


«Mr. G. W. Forbes, member for Huru- 
nui, has received the following letter 
from the Minister of Railways: ‘With 
further reference to your letter of the 
17th ultimo regarding the question of 
farmers being required to do the loading 
of their cans of cream, T have the honour 
to inform you that cream is carried over 
the railways at very low rates, one of 
the conditions being that the loading 
and unloading shall be done by the 
owners. The rates charged are quite un- 
remunerative, and if the loading were 
undertaken by the Department it would 
be necessary to increase the rates, as in 
many enses additional assistance on the 
trains would have to be provided. T 
might mention, however, that statistics 
bearing on the subject are at present 
being prepared with a view of providing 
some meaus of meeting the requirements 
of the dairy farmers in the direction 


indicated as far as is found prac- 
ticable,’ ’’ 
You will notice that an effort is to be 


made to meet the dairy farmers’ require- 
ments in this matter, There appears to be 
still room for further liberal treatment 
here, but when the honey producer asks 
for purely a normal rate—the same rate as 
butter—the matter is ignored. 

\ 


30 NATIONAL 


more concessions al 

4 uS ceive ar- 
the other farming igno A Por 100 miles; 
mers get lime delivered, fot the cleaning 
grass-seed at dea IS the country, he gets 
mills... If a fire SWOepe 57 Tf an apiarist 
grass-seed supplied free. | dime, he can 
is mopped up at the same time, feed is 
make shift as best he can. When. te = 

f A -ensons, he gets his fodder 
scarce in bad seasons, g cand 
carried free; the beekeeper has to Age 
the racket himself, pay good money dat np 
bee feed, and the full railway rate. The 
fruit-grower has a guarantee of Ite per 
pound on all fruit exported. I think VT 
right in saying that if the honey industry 
had been nursed in this manner, if would 
not have been the least among’ the in- 
dustries, 

Now, with regard to other matters, we 
have an Apiaries Act and grading regula- 
tions, and I believe the Department carry 
ihem ont as well as the money at their 
disposal allows. At any rate, the beggarly 
salaries paid to graders wonld indicate an 
effort to make the money go ag far as pos- 
sible. But the position to-day, as far as 
ihe control of disease is concerned, if im- 
proved at all, is mainly due to commercial 
apiarists spending money that would be 
used for the development of their business 
in buying up disease-infected hives in 
their neighbourhood to get rid of them, 

As for grading, the staff at the com- 
mand of the Department is so small that 
the delays occurring tend to make the 
regulations ‘a hindrance rather than a 
benefit. During the war the Government 
exercised itself in making arrangements 
with the Imperial Government that were 
highly to the advantage of other producers, 
But, like Cinderella, the honey industry 
was left out as usual, although the fact 
that the Imperial Government, on the re- 
presentations of the agents of the Hóney 
Producers’ Association, put honey on the 
first priority list just before the armistice 
was signed, showed that something might 
have been done in the matter, and that 
the Imperial Government recognised the 
value of honey among the foods required 
by them. If the Government had taken 
the matter np when they dealt with dairy 
M okher produce, the claims of honey 
absolute fail i ayes snalies, -.- Our 
might thus de to get shipping im 1918 
mgh s have been obviated, and some 
£50,000 saved to the pr Savant E s 
Dominion Whil pro-usere and. the 
Bd i. Im. to other producers, through 

£ rying period, were rea ing "lel 
harvest owin; ) ear yong 8 rich 

Jng to the care of the Govern. 

ment, nothing stood between the h} " d 

producer and digaster but the organi Pona 

bwlt up by their own zi Ld arem po 

"Am " G ade 

that the National Association has been d 
I 


There are a few 
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modest iu its elaims foy TEI 
fact that the honey produ ate à 
ignored by the Governme 
generally can only be 
knowledge of! its condition ang Vang 
bilities. L would here suggest +. : 
draw up a comprehensive n 
which should be sent to every 1 
Parliament dealing fully With 
ditions under which we i 
statistics showing its Possibiiit gis 
pointing out what should be 4, * 
the best out of the industry, 


lone to 


I will make a few suggestion, 
matter of railway rates should ho 
into. not only with regard to honey 
rates on bees, cases, tins and suppliesi 
matter of eliminating foul-brooq, 4 
ance in obtaining better grading . 
Assistance to beekeepers in obti 
apiary sites. At the request of this 
ciation, the Lands Department for 4. 
set apart sections for apiary sites in| 
eut up by them for settlement, But 
quite failed to realise what was req 
in this respect, neither did they re 
these sections for the sole right of 
keepers, but allowed anyone 
them. The idea in setting these seq 
apart was more for future than pr 
requirements. — New land is not ij 
suitable for beekeeping, but may beca 
later on, and the idea was to hold 
sections in reserve, or let them tempo 
till required. It is often difficult to 
apiary sites in suitable localities, aul 
sides setting apart these sections alr 
mentioned, the Government hou 
asked to assist apiarists by buying seti 
and leasing them, or else assist the 
keeper to buy, as they assist other 
mers, 


These are some of the matters ! 
should be put before members of P 
ment, and T am sure their fair-mindel 
when they know the facts will eulis! 1 
support. 


to ol 


The President said that they had J 
about as much compressed wisdom |" 
Rentoul's paper as in any pepe’ 
before Conference, Railway r2! 
hohey were fixed when honey. li, 
being produeed in large quantities y 
the rate was made high on that aet 
Things had now changed, and the" 
no reason why honey should be °" ^l 
ferent basis from butter, milk. "' "| 
produce. ‘They should make a Ve! ^n 
mined effort to get rates reduce yy 
had waited on Sir William Herri? 4 
to be put down with fair speee™ ati 
nothing in them. They proposed ©. 
South Island honey should be € 


" rri D 


J and that would double the rail- 
mah nue} it would be killing if they 
ay 4 pay present rates. 


E fter diseussion, it was decided, on 
PA otion of Mr. Baines, seconded by Mr, 
E. “That the President, Viee-Pre- 
4 and Seeretary of the National Bee- 
E Association, and the manager and 
Tepairman of the Honey Producers’ As. 
he a permanent Committee to 


X after the political interests of the in. 


pstry 


b. The Committee's first 


President: 


holiness Will be to try and get railway 
WEE. on honey reduced. A 
N 4 vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Ren- 
it il. EN 

E : 

? VARIOUS MATTERS, 

[ he President read a letter from Mr. 


. Kirk, Direetor of the Horticultural 
Apiaries Division, expressing regret at 
inability to be present. 3 

A letter was read from Mr. I. Hopkins 
ggesting a competition in respect of 
mb aud capping machines. 


The President said that he had been 
ed, in connection with the railage of 
mey and the proposal to send all South 
and honey to Timaru, to mention that 
mthland members desired to know. the 
ititnde of Conference regarding freights. 
a previons Conference, reference had 
en made to the possibility of pooling 
eights. 


HE ASSOCTATION' S USEFULNESS. 


Mr. ©, F. Ryland gave a lengthy and 
teresting address on ‘‘How the Useful- 
of the National Association can be 


"0D tet ce um 


ation of the Executive of the Associa: 
on prevented frequent meetings being 
ll and from his point of view one of 
e most desirable things was that meet 
ws of the Executive should be held as 
n as possible. The location of the 
retary hindered prompt action n s Land 
alters, and prevented, to a "i ig Mo 
-operation with the H.I A; Du sible 
ines was without doubt the cae ey £ 
an for the position AEn mi A 
" m , 
Pie ota of the Association should be 
i ^ onti ed, 1n eo Be 
cron He MEP vidt to the Do- 
Man joa endeavour was made to 
hinion, that N tid of Conference for a 
petpons: the owing to the delay in getting 
ortnight, but o mbers, no action in that 
cere st "ees possible. What was 
ec 


he solution of thes 
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Mreased,’’ He said that the geographical | 


e friendly criticisms? : 


i EET AE NE. | 


The first desirable thing i 
S Cpsn ^g in connection wi 

E Association was the foie ^u 
is dits of a definite written platform. on 
p og quive lines, “I do not suggest that 
vou should Join the Labour Party," M 
Ryland said joeularly, ‘and publish 3 
platform in John Norton's ‘Truth’ vie 
*Maoriland Worker,’ '" fus 


The adopti : 

: 2 at ption of a 

Ke Neira programme woull mean 
aL each; member of the Executive and 


each member of the Association would 
know exaetly what the programme of the 
Association was, and what the Association 
was striving to do. Mr. Ryland quoted 
from. the February (1920) issue of ‘titan 
ings to show what beekeepers in the 
United States are doing in the way of or- 


ganising nationally with a definite plat- 
form, The advantage of a definite plat- 
form, he said, was that the whole force 


and knowledge of the Association could 
be directed more effectively than if action 
was taken haphazardly. If the secretary 
were given certain definite executive 
powers, it would mean a tremendous sav- 
ing of time and expense; the secretary 
knew the mind of the Executive, and was 
prepared to take reasonable action when 
necessary, knowing that he would have 
the support of the Exeeutive. Failing the 
location of the secretary in a central lo- 
eality, a small Executive of three, under 


the main Executive, was suggested. Mr. 
Ryland suggested the following as the 


Association’s permanent poliey:— 
l. Increase in the consumption of honey 
in the Dominion, 

An advertising campaign, similar to 
that undertaken by the H.P.A., was 
suggested. It was estimated that in 
1919 about £5,000 was spent in ship- 
ping charges in conneetion with the 
export of honey. This would be saved 
if a local demand were created. 

2. The appointment of a Chief Apiarist. 

Mr. Ryland said that Conferenee 
had already diseussed this. 

3. Higher salaries for apiary instructors, 

This was a matter Mr. Ryland said, 
of great importance to the industry. 
Unless salaries were increased they 
would not be able to keep men of ex- 
perience at the present maximum of 
£295 per annum, Tt was at present 
dificult to get men to put tins of 
honey in a ease and nail the cases 
down at that money; many unskilled 
men were receiving more; jt was 
ridiculous to think that the matter 
should be allowed to stand as at pre- 
sent; the Association must move in 
the matter. He quoted, for compari- 
son, salaries paid by the Government 
for experts, as follows:—-Hemp grader, 
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` 


iry grader 
£345 per annum; dairy grader, i 
grain Fadler, £350; inspector of y HR 
£350, Honey graders did work of equa 


importance. 


5. Assistance to honey producers. 
6. Loans from the Government. 


There should be an Aet in connection 
sc the honey producing pup 
similar to the Fruit Preserving Aet o 
1913, under which the Government 
should advanee reasonable sums where- 
with to build depots for the blending 
of honey, and for the advancement of 
the industry generally. 


7. Increase of membership of the H.P.A. 


An endeavour should be made to 
get every beekeeper in the Dominion 
to become a member and supporter of 
the Association. By partieipating in 
the co-operative movement, all bee- 
keepers would obtain better prices. 


$. Eradication of foul-brood. Necessity for 


Concluding, Mr. Ryland sa 
Suggestions forward w 
they were his own op 


a greater number of Government in- 
spectors, 


Local inspectors had proved unsatis- 
factory. There were in the Dominion 
about 9,000 people who kept bees and 
bred foul-brood ‘‘for fun’’ and for 
a little honey—if they could get: it. 
The time had arrived when the prob- 
lem of foul-brood should be looked at 
mathematically. It was not a fair deal 
that theecommercial honey producer 
should be robbed of his honey by the 
existence of a single hive in his dis- 
trict ‘‘owned by a man who is not 
seriously producing honey.’* To meet 
the expense of additional Government 
inspectors, the Conference should re- 
quest the Government to impose a tax 
of £1 per annum ‘‘upon every person 
keeping bees in the Dominion '"—(ap- 
plause)—the money raised by this tax 
to be utilised in the payment of in- 
spectors to eradicate foul-brood, any 
surplus to be devoted for organising 
and developing the honey producing 
business. It might seem very terrible 
to some people to be called upon to 
pay £1 per annum for the privilege 
of keeping bees, but they wanted every 
beekeeper in the Dominion not to be 
content to have a single hive and breed 
disease, but to go in for the business 
seriously and properly, The tax would 
eliminate the disease, and 
‘‘ hobbyists’? into serious bee 
A similar tax was imposed on 
men and orchardists, 


turn 
keepers, 
nursery- 


i id he put these 
ith some diffidence: 
inions, gained from 
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£400; |a pretty close study of ani 


of thought about the industre Bood a 


The President said that they 
to a long and interesting a 
they had to look for practical p. 5; 
Ryland's point as to the diffen 
sociation was under in doing any’ 
weli taken. It was possible that E 
culty might be overcome to PRU. 
by enlarging the powers of the St 
Committee. He moved: “That the g 
ing Committee, which consists o; the. 
sident, Vice-President, and Secreta 
the time being of the National’ 
keepers’ Association, and the Chaj 
and Manager of the H.P.A, take " 
deal with all matters connected win 
industry.’’ 


Mr. Œ. A. Pope seconded the moti 
which was agreed to. 


On the motion of Mr. W. Watson, 
onded by Mr, T. A. Clarke, it was u 
mously decided:—‘‘That this Conte 
requests the Government to place an 
nual tax of £1 on each person keeping 
in the Dominion, such tax to be 
in the payment of additional inspe 
for the prevention of foul-brood ani 
departmental and instructional pu 
and appointments." 


On the motion of Mr, A, R. Bate, 
onded by Mr. W. B. Bray, -it-was ag 
‘‘That the salary of an apiary instr 
or honey grader be raised to at least! 
of a dairy produce grader.'' Tt was ded 
that a copy of this resolution should 
forwarded to the Publie Service Com 
sioners. 


liad liste 


FIRE BLIGHT EMBARGO. 


Mr. T. A, Clarke brought up 
of the rumoured intention of th 
ment to gazette regulations proh 
bees and queens being removed fro 
Auckland provincial distriet owing t 
fear that they would earry fire bligh 
other districts. He moved: ‘‘That 
Conference demands that before regulat! 
are gazetted prohibiting the remov®. 
bees and queens from the Auckland 
trict, the whole of the reasons fe! `, 
action be placed before the Com 
set tip by Conference,’’ 

Mr, W, Watson seconded. 

T 


In the discussion which ensued, 5*,, 
speakers questioned whether it M. 
proved that bees conveyed fire blig 


Mr. W. E, Barker advised cautie™ y 
pointed out that fire blight was © p 
serious thing from the fruit-grower ? 
of view, 


e Gow 
ibi 


t 
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id that it was pr Fess 
en Campbell said A Proposed|]1d, per Tb 
E. on a rumour. He could not confirm dum ud fee beeswax, but there Was no 
nour; it was a matter for Cabinet|;, © foundation, 


pr rur i i in oppositi This see 

E r the Executive Council; he was not PPosition to the Policy of the Cox. 
iti j ie e conra 5 2 - 

a position to say whether the rumour tures. He sacs ae potang manufac- 

3 correct. be asked het ae at the Government 


: t revising the Tar; 
\fter further diseussion the motion Was put beeswax on the free list? Arif to 


veed to, and Messrs. Clarke, Sage, Baines| Mr, 
5 Ryland were appointed a Committee to 
yproach the Government in the matter, 


Treland seconded, 


Tu the discussi rhi of 

| Was made to uns Muni LE 

(Conference adjourned, and in the even.| The motion Was 

g a supper and social gathering was held 
‘the Cadena Tea Rooms, the funetion HONEY PUMP, 

ig attended by over 90 delegates, Mr. W. R. Brickell read part of a letter 

from Mr, J. H. Todd, of Renwicktown 

ne a et honey pump, the dificul. 

Xperieneed in connection wi - 

THIRD DAY—FRIDAY, 11th JUNE. dinary style of pump tate Bebop dia A 

The Conference resumed at 10 a.m. Be lagim, | 


CONSTITUTION AMENDED. Several members showed much interest 


in the communication. 
On the motion of Mr. Ward. seconded TEXT C NCE 
Mr. Jacobsen, the amendment of Clause NEXT CONFERENCE. 
Jof the Association’s Constitution, agreed| On the motion of Mr, Sage, seeonded by 
at the previous year's Conference, was| Mr, Ellis, it was decided: **That it be a 
mfürmed, Clause 10 reads:— recommendation to the incoming Executive 
that the next Conference be held in, Auck- 
Prior to the Annual Meeting at whieh|land or in Hamilton at the Exetutive’s 
qu are to be elected, every Branch | discretion." 
Association shall nominate a represen- " se 
tative to serve on the Bentre. This TAX ON APIARIES, 
shall consist of not less than seven On the motion of Mr. Bray, seconded by 


members, 7? Mr. Ellis, it was decided: “That it be a 
LS M Re XA UE i. | recommendation to the Executive to can- 
Ce ae D OMS ee i vass the Branches to get a signed petition 
Etenee un dug that the Executive from the members of all Branches in sup- 
hal] consist oe noe moro than seven mem-| Port of the proposed tax on d osito 
E" EXTENSION OF THE ASSOCIATION’S 
ACTIVITIES, 


The President said that Mr. Ryland's 


agreed to, 


DUTY ON IMPORTED TIMBER. 

Mr. Bray introduced the question of the 2 ; Sk CUI gie 

emova] of i i imber,|Paper on increasing the usefulness of t 

E of ae nr dietum id acd Association had evidently made an ai 

Hate. ort eres nd Ile stated that] pression on members of Conference, Mr, 
er are decre: r s 


* Par, re sho 
Tan ; McLean had asked that Conference should 
A strongly rocat- ae evita 
Do Parmerg^ Union were strongly advocat express its opinion on the following:— 


iE the removal of the duty vil E *"That Mr, Ryland be asked to submit in 
E He moved: ^ a" srt on im-| concrete form to the Executive the re- 
pent be asked to remove t sc d Com-|forms contained in his speech, and that 
orted timber; and that the © eM E tter| fhey be forwarded to the various District 
Diieo be asked fo. aee this ma Associations for confirmation, ''—' Should 
; ^ that be a recommendation to the Exeeu- 
f Mr, Ward seconded, and a discussion en-| tive??? thd President asked, 


i » providing timber 
ned, the necessity for pro = Conference responded ‘Aye,?? 


- boi phasised. : 
"phe motion was agreed to unanimously, TREATMENT OF FOUL-BROOD. 
pury ON BEESWAX, My, Clayton gave a demonstration of his 


t three or four Sears; method of dealing with foul-brood, and, in 
Mr. Bene asi qd the duty on bees-!vesponse to requests from members of Con- 
Bio a motio» roger. A Conference under | ference, promised to forward a description 
r " ut DY C 1 
ae ed dun, There was a duty ofjto the Journal, 
.à misappre , 
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OFFICERS ELECTED. 


5 js 
The election of officers resulted as Ai 
i opes Pro dett Mr. W. Watson; asia 
President, Mr. E. W: Sage; Begotten’: 
Messrs. A. H, Davies (Hamilton), A, ! 
Bates (Kaponga), L. Irwin (Woodlands, 
Southland), and R. McKnight (Domett); 
Secretary, Mr, Fred €. Baines. 
*. 


Mr, Allan, retiring President, expressed 
his thanks for the manner in which he had 
been assisted during his term of office, and 
for the confidenee placed in him. 


Messrs, Sage and Baines referred eulo- 
gistically to the work done by Mr. Allan. 


Eulogistie references were made. by 
Messrs, Allan, Sage, and others to the work 
done by Mr. Baines as secretary and as 
Editor of the Journal ‘‘He is such an 
asset," said Mr. Allan, ‘‘that we cannot 
afford to let him go.’’ 


Voices: ‘‘We can’t dg without him.?'— 
(Applause.) 


Mr, Jacobsen: **He won’t get a chance 
to get out of it!’’ 


On the motion of Mr. Sage, it was de- 
cided that the new Executive should take 
into consideration the question of inereas- 
ing the Association's recompeuse to Mr. 
Baines, and make his salary commensurate 
with the work done. 


Mr, Baines fittingly acknowledged the 
remarks made by the speakers, 


A hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
by acclamation to the retiring President, 
members of Conference rising and singing 
“For He's a Jolly Good Fellow." 


On Mr, Allan's motion a vote of thanks 
was accorded the ladies who had at- 
tended the Conference, 


Mr. Allan then declared the Conference 
closed, 


HONEY COMPETITION. 


The Honey Competition 


à attracted 
„ entries, the winners being: — 


90 


LIQUID HONEY.—A, R. Dickie (Rother- 
NA Ist and 2nd; J, Irving (Albury), 
ard, y 

| 

GRANULATED HONEY.—L, J. Henéy 
Pee Forest), Ist; ©. J. Clayton (Peel 
"orest), ?nd; W, E, Barker ee 
Forest), 2rd, NR 


annual tax of £1 on all keepers ot | 


ASSOCIATION OF NZ, 


DEPUTATION TO MEMBERS 
LIAMENT, 


On the afternoon of Friday 
the members of the Associatio 
Committee and some member 
ence met Messrs. L. M. Isitt, Mp p 
Howard, M.P., and D. G. Sullivan M 

The more important resolutions aj 
at by Conference were placed before. 
members ot Parliament. 


OF P 


> lith Tn 


n^s Stan 
8 of Con 


Mr, J. Rentoul, Chairman of the gj 
ing Committee, said that beekeepers a 
plained that there had been serious neg, 
of their business: they had not had 4$ 
and square deal from the Government 
compared with other industries, He 4 
with the question of railway rates onį 
lines of the paper he delivered before ( 
ference; also with the necessity for 
better administration of the Apiaries 


Mr. C. F. Ryland quoted the follow 
comparative railway rates in respect of 
same quantity of the products mention 


Honey. Butter. 
50-miles ;. £1 1. 1. £0°12 3 
100 miles. PS PESTANO 6 
200-miles n: ya 2 54. 2 dp 5. I 
300 miles.. 2 14 3 T2 8 


Replying to Mr, Sullivan, M.P, 
Rentoul said that the railway authori 
when approached, had given no ons | 
the disparity of these rates; practically, 
the satisfaction got by the Associa 
was the statement that the Railway 
partment might increase the rates on oti 
produce rather than reduce the rates 
honey, 


Mr, Ryland dealt with the necessity 


increasing the salaries of apiary spe 
and honey graders. Instead of 2 MÀ 


mum of £290 per annum, they should 
paid as well as dairy produce graders, © 
got £400 per annum. 


, 
Mr. Baines dealt with the questi 
the appointment of a Chief Apiarist, 
with the need for more inspectors 1! 


to cope with foul-brood. There had " 
92 delegates present at the Confer? 
and all had testified to the fact that 
brood was rampant,in their districts 

Mr, Watson; The; position cannot 
questioned, \ 

Mr, Isitt said that members of Pa 
ment knew- what the position W° 


respect of foul-brood, 


Mr, Ryland read the Conference, 
lution respecting the imposition na 


re 
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Mr. Sullivan, M.P.: Have you had an 
pression of opinion from your Branches 
E this proposal? 

Mr. Ryland: No; but the question has 
peen discussed for years, and almost every 

presentative beekeeper would be as 
mous as Conference was. The mea. 
sure was not a revolutionary one; it had 
peen tried in Canada and various other 
cowntries, and had been found the means of 
keeping down foul-brood. Reference was 
made to the self-imposed taxes paid by 
aurserymen and orehardists, 


Mr. Ryland said that the proposed tax, 
lin addition to providing salaries for addi- 
tional inspectors. would probably be suff- 
dent to provide funds for the development 
of the export honey industry. The export 
of honey could be increased 500 per cent. 
“Those are big figures,” hé added, ‘but 
they are quite right.’’ "Che Dominion 
kan produce 500 times its present output 
f honey, and the industry is well wortn 
elping. '' 

Mr, Isitt, M.P., thought that the bee- 
keepers would be up against the opposi- 
tion of the beekeepers who kept one hive, 
voiced by their representatives in Parlia- 
ment, to the imposition of a tax of the 
same amovnt all round. He quite realised 
that it was the one-hive men who breed 
fou'-hrood, 

In the course of a more or less con. 
versational discussion, it was suggested 
that the commercial beekeepers should pay 
£1 per annum, and other beekeepers 10/- 
per annum, any person selling honey, no 
matter how small the quantity, to be 
classed as a commercial beekeeper. 

Ultimately the representatives of the 
Association said that they would be agree- 


mani 
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ab i 
able to consider the compromise sug 


ES Fed: ‘| rer, 1 
ad they Were quite prepared to have 
d hee once foul-brood was elimi 
nated; there was no desi eze out 
as esire to squeeze ou 
tke small man—they wanted S to pe. 
come better beekeepers, à 


Mr. Isitt, M.P., said that if a tax f 5/- 
per a rere i ite 
per aunum were imposed on non-commer- 
cial beekeepers, it might be possible to 
get the _ Government to subsidise the 
amount raised. He suggested that in the 
cireular the Association intended forward- 
mg to all members of Parliament, the 
fignres relating to railway rates should be 
quoted, 


The question of the rumoured issue of 
regulations preventing the removal of bees 
and queens from the Auckland district 
owing to the danger that they would 
carry fire blight, was brought up, and Mr. 
Isitt, M.P., urged that the Association 
should communicate by telegram with the 
Government on the subject right away. 


At the conclusion of the interview, Mr. 
Tsitt, M.P., said that his fellow-members 
and himself recognised the value of the 
honey industry, and of the work the As- 
sociation was doing; they recognised it was 
a growing industry of great commercial 
value, which would find employment for 
many returned soldiers who were not able 
to take up more strenuous work. They 
were prepared, and he believed that the 
majority of members of Parliament were 
prepared, to do everything possible and 
| reasonable to help the honey industry, 


Mr. E. W. Sage conveyed the thanks 


of the deputation to the members for the 
courtesy with whieh they had received 


them. 
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